PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF TROUT UNLIMITED
POLICY ON YOUTH INTERACTION AND BACKGROUND CHECKS

The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited (“PATU”) recognizes that youth are the future of this organization and each chapter should seek ways to actively recruit youth into its membership and foster involvement in conservation projects.
The term “youth” is understood to include those volunteers under the age of 18.

PATU and chapters currently have numerous opportunities to interact with youth. PATU places paramount importance on protecting the health and safety of all volunteers to minimize the risks of physical danger and other harm to youth.
PATU also recognizes that in the modern environment, additional safeguards must be put in place to ensure the safety of all youth at chapter events.
This policy applies to any event where youth are present and will have direct contact with 
chapter members. 
TU’s liability policy covers events involving youth, subject to the limitations and exclusions of the policy. Chapters have the option of purchasing supplemental accident insurance, which covers physical injury to a participant in a chapter event without regard to whether the injury was caused by anyone's fault.
Whenever adults work with youth, there is the risk of abuse, and organizers of chapter events involving youth must structure those events to minimize that risk for the safety of their members and participants.  
Organizers of chapter events involving youth need to keep in mind that youth cannot legally consent to participate in the event, cannot agree to waive any right they may have to pursue claims against the organizers of the event, and cannot consent to the use of photographs containing their image. A release form should be required and signed by the parent or legal guardian of any youth participating in a TU event. A model release form should be signed by parent or legal guardian if pictures will be taken (see National TU Tacklebox for examples).  

Chapters and TU volunteers should fully comply with the current Act 153 and any resulting regulations promulgated by any state agency. Act 153 requires criminal history checks from the Pennsylvania State Police and a Child Abuse History Certification from the Department of Human Services in certain circumstances.  The Act also requires FBI fingerprinting if the volunteer has not been a resident of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for at least ten continuous years.
In accordance with Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Law (http://www.keepkidssafe.pa.gov/clearances/index.htm), all volunteers are required to complete the following clearances. You can obtain these clearances online at the websites indicated below. The two basic clearances are free to volunteers, but be sure to register as a volunteer when you apply. There is a fee of either $25.75 or $27.00 (see details in the link above) to obtain the federal criminal history, if required.
(1) PA State Police Criminal History Verification  (https://epatch.state.pa.us/)
(2) Child Abuse Certification  (https://www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis/public/home)


If you have not lived in PA during the last 10 years, you will also be required to obtain a finger print based federal criminal history (FBI) of Human Services (Child Abuse) clearance
(https://www.pa.cogentid.com/index_dpwNew.htm).

To comply with Act 153 and protect the health and safety of youth and chapter volunteers that participate in TU events, PATU provides the following guidance to chapters to assist in: a) complying with Act 153, and the resulting regulations, b) protecting the health and safety of youth, and c) minimizing liability to the chapters:
1. This policy shall apply to all PATU chapters and volunteers.

2. Chapters should familiarize themselves with the guidelines of Act 153 and its regulations and any future amendments, and comply with the Act and resulting regulations at all times.
3. The guidance provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services should serve as the primary guidance tool until and unless updated guidance is issued.

4. PATU encourages chapters to err on the side of caution and mandate the necessary background checks be completed for anyone who is participating in any event where youth will be present. 
5. Chapters shall take steps to develop recordkeeping procedures to ensure that each volunteer at each event is in compliance with Act 153 and that all documentation requirements of the statute and regulations are in place. Chapters must have a copy of all clearance in one place.
6. Chapters should take steps to update records on a regular basis. Clearances are valid for 60 months. 
7. Events should be structured to avoid having one adult working with one youth in an isolated setting. When working with or instructing youth, volunteers should work in pairs. 

8. Whenever possible, volunteers should limit events involving youth to one central area. 
9. If you are uncertain of the requirements please contact the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services.
10. It is the responsibility of the chapter to assure that every volunteer has reviewed and completed the Act 153 requirements and read the TU sexual abuse policy.
11. Youth member contact information should never be used for external purposes.  
12. For more information, please check out the following policies on www.tu.org under the Tacklebox section:
· TU’s Youth Policy (has information on overnight camps)

· TU’s Sexual Abuse Policy.
This Policy guidance is hereby adopted this _8th._ Day of _February_, 2016.
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