
By Tyler Frantz
Doc Fritchey TU

The best anglers, like teachers, are 
lifelong learners – continually adopting 
new skills to perfect their craft. They must 
demonstrate a willingness to be flexible and 
adapt as presented situations dictate, and 

exhibit patience through adversity. They 
must demonstrate creative risk-taking and 
reflect regularly on successes and failures. 
They must also work collaboratively with 
peers to grow their own strengths, while 
sharing their years of acquired knowledge 
with others. 

Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited 
has joined an ambitious statewide effort 
to plant 10 million trees throughout 
Pennsylvania by the end of 2025.

The Keystone 10 Million Trees 
Partnership, coordinated by the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation, brings together a broad 

array of agencies, conservation groups, 
outdoors enthusiasts, businesses, and 
individuals to address a critical threat to 
Pennsylvania communities: polluted water.

Over 25,000 miles of Pennsylvania’s 
rivers and streams are impaired by polluted 
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An early-summer trip to Penns Creek was a welcome respite when life called for 
some remote learning and a different type of live streaming.

Council joins 10 Million Trees Partnership

Annual 
Meeting 
going 
virtual

See TREES, page 9

PATU Awards
The deadline to submit nominations 

for this year’s PATU Awards has been 
pushed back to Sept. 7. Information 
regarding this year’s nominations is 
available on pages 10-11. The awards 
will be presented at the PATU Annual 
Meeting on Sept. 19.

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, the PATU Annual Meeting will be 
conducted from 9-11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 19 via a Zoom web-conference.

In response, Council adopted a resolu-
tion on Aug. 3 outlining the emergency 
Bylaws provisions and election proce-
dures that are now in place for the Annual 
Meeting.

To receive instructions on how to join 
the Annual Meeting via Zoom, you must 
register no later than Sept. 13. The agenda 
and registration link can be found at www.
patrout.org.

Log-in instructions will be sent out via 
email to registered participants only. 

‘Unplugged’ fish camp offers a recharge



By Len Lichvar
Trout Management Committee Co-Chair

On July 10, the long-awaited fishing 
license legislation finally become law with-
out Gov. Tom Wolf actually signing it. The 
legislation now enables the Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission to determine 
its own license fee structure with an open 
public process being a major component 
of the decision making.

The PFBC will not initiate the process 
until 2021 for a potential increase in 2022.

This legislation is the culmination of 
years of work in front of and behind the 
scenes by legislators, PFBC Commission-
ers and staff as well as sportsmen and con-
servation organizations including National 
Trout Unlimited and Pennsylvania Council 
of Trout Unlimited.

The PFBC has not been permitted to 
increase fees since 2005 and the burden on 
the agency has been born by cutting back 
of and elimination of programs, reduced 
staffing and additional stress on the agency 
and its personnel to continue to serve the 
anglers and boaters of the state.

Simply put, the agency has been forced 
to find ways to pay 2020 costs with 2005 
level income. Any private business that 
would have had to do the same would have 
gone out of business. It is a testament to 
the leaders of the agency, both past and 
present, that the Commission has survived 
and still functions at the highest possible 
level under severe financial limitations.

As with any long saga there is a back 
story that is not readily known. Historically 
the PFBC, as well as the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission, have had to approach 
the state legislature with any proposed 
fee increases and then have that request 
debated and hopefully approved by the 
governing body.

This encumbering process has always 
delayed needed income and often created 
a great deal of confusion and sometimes 
consternation among legislators, anglers 
and boaters and PFBC staff and Commis-
sioners.

This antiquated business-as-usual meth-
od saw its first attempt at needed change at 
a PFBC legislative luncheon at a restaurant 
near Hollidaysburg in 2016. 

Former PFBC Executive Director John 
Arway began holding these regional gath-
erings of legislators, staff and the district 
commissioner as a way of having a better 
two way method of communicating. At this 
District 4 meeting, after discussion about 
the agency’s financial plight, Republican 
State Sen. John Eichelberger from Blair 
County asked the question as to why the 
legislature has to determine license fee 
levels when the agency in charge should 
be the one making that decision. Sitting 
next to him was Democratic State Sen. 
John Wozniak of Cambria County, who im-
mediately agreed with Sen. Eichelberger.

Taken aback by this bold and biparti-
san endorsement Arway, and then-PFBC 
legislative liaison Tim Schaeffer, politely 
asked if both senators were serious and 
would actually back legislation that would 
allow the PFBC to set its own fees. They 
both responded that indeed they were 
and would. By the time the luncheon had 
ended Schaeffer was already at his laptop 
computer beginning to draft a legislative 
document that could be used as the precur-
sor to the legislation.

Although the initial attempt at passing 
the eventually drafted bill, known as SB 
30, failed during the 2018-19 legislative 
session it was resurrected in the House 
under HB 808 in the 2019-20 session and 
finally passed in both the House and Senate 
on its way to becoming law.

Over time this legislation has had many 
champions. Arway and Schaeffer and past 
and current PFBC staff and Commissioners 
spent countless hours over the years to fos-
ter the political will to make it happen. Key 
members of the legislature such as State 
Representatives Keith Gillespie, Thomas 
Mehaffie and Mike Turzai and Senators 
Pat Stefano and Joe Scarnati along with 
many of their colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle also backed the cause.
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Long road to legislation opens 
door for license fee restructure



However, the anglers and boaters and 
all the citizens of the Commonwealth who 
benefit from the recreational opportunities 
and billions of dollars generated into the 
economy from it, owe a debt of gratitude to 
former Senators Eichelberger and Wozniak 
who were willing to speak up and even 
more importantly act on this visionary 
initiative that has now become a reality. 

The impact of which will enable a criti-
cal natural resource agency to perform its 
essential assignments by providing a more 
secure financial future.

Lichvar is a former District 4 commis-
sioner for the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission and is co-chair of PATU’s 
Trout Management Committee.
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Order PATU merchandise, get free stuff
If you haven’t taken a look at our mer-

chandise offering lately, please take a few 
minutes to check out our latest additions 
on page 14: Insulated Stainless Steel Travel 
Mugs, Brook Trout-themed Dog Collars 
and Lee Hartman’s new book, The Dela-
ware River Story.

Insulated Stainless Steel Travel Mugs 
– These PATU-logoed, BPA-free insulated 
stainless steel 16 oz. travel mugs are de-
signed to fit in the console of your vehicle 
and feature a removable plastic lid with a 
sliding cover for sipping your beverage. 
An easy-grip handle assures stability and 
minimal spillage when you are on the go. 
Price: $14 each. PLEASE NOTE: For 
a limited time only, we will include one 
of these travel mugs for FREE with any 
order totaling $50.00 or more!

Brook Trout-themed Dog Collars – 
Treat your canine fishing companion to 
a new collar that features a unique Brook 
Trout design and offers waterproof tech-
nology that is impervious to dirt, moisture 
and odors. Available in two sizes:
•	Small/Medium – length 20.75” (fits 

neck size 12.5” to 17”) Price: $23 
each.

•	Large/ X-Large – length 25” (fits neck 
size 17” to 21.5”) Price: $25.00 each.

The Delaware River Story/Water 
Wars, Trout Wars and a River Reborn 

– This 268-page book authored by profes-
sional river guide and co-chair of Council’s 
Delaware River Committee Lee Hartman 
is not a how-to or where-to-go-to fish 
book, but rather it chronicles the natural 
and unnatural history of the Delaware and 
its watershed. The book focuses on four 
centuries of history and the author’s own 
personal stories as well as those of the 
many individuals and organizations who 
have, and are continuing to sacrifice their 
time and effort to keep the Delaware River 
flowing free and clear without detriment to 
its flora and fauna. Price: $25 each.

Traveller 9-foot, 7-piece, 5 weight 
Fly Rods – These popular travel rods are 
now back in our inventory, and for a lim-
ited time only we will include a FREE 5 
WEIGHT FLY LINE with every rod order.

All items are priced to include shipping 
costs and sales tax (where applicable) 
and can be ordered using a credit card for 
online payment at www.patrout.org, or by 
downloading an order form and paying 
by check.

You will also receive a FREE PATU 
STICKER with every order. Profits from 
the sale of merchandise are used exclu-
sively for Council programs that benefit 
our mission “to conserve, protect, restore 
and reconnect the coldwater resources of 
Pennsylvania.”

EXCOM actions since April 26
June 16: Approved Trout Policy Com-

mittee’s comments for submission to 
PFBC regarding their proposed Trout 
Management Plan.

June 29: Approved letter to Stroud Re-
search in support of their application for a 
PFBC R3 Education Grant to complement 
Council’s STREAM Girls program.

July 3: Approved sending letter drafted 
by National TU to the Susquehanna River 
Basin Commission outlining concerns due 
to possible groundwater contamination and 
proposed water withdrawals for a Nichol-
son Meats processing plant to be built near 
Fishing Creek in Clinton County.

July 8: Approved submission of appli-
cation for Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC).



Digital Edition Sponsors
The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited would like to thank the businesses

on the next page for sponsoring the digital edition of PA Trout.

For information on how to become a sponsor of the digital edition or to advertise in the printed newsletter,
please contact Charlie Charlesworth, Tali MacArthur or Brad Isles.

Contact information is available on pages 2-3.

Digital edition sponsorship is $25 per issue for an approximately 3.5-inch by 3-inch ad that runs online only.

Print ad costs vary by size.



26 North Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

814-765-3582 | dan@jimssports.com
www.jimssports.com

Archery, Bicycling, Fly Fishing,
Printed and Embroidered Clothing

Jeffrey Ripple
206 Vanyo Road
Berlin, PA 15530

814-701-9703 | sales@ripplesotwater.com

Casting, Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Lessons
Guided Fishing Trips in the Laurel Highlands
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Headwaters
A message from PATU President 

Greg Malaska

Since we are in the middle of month five 
of quarantine, I’ll use this column to bring 
you some updates from State Council.

…
After many years of dedicated service to 

PATU, Ken Undercoffer recently stepped 
down as Northwest Regional Vice Presi-
dent. Ken was a former Council chair and 
was a passionate advocate for wild brook-
ies in the Commonwealth for decades. 
Ken’s energy will now be focused on the 
Trout Policy and Conservation Commit-
tees. 

In Mike Klimkos’ book A History of 
Trout Unlimited and the Environmental 
Movement in Pennsylvania, he listed the 
original 10 “Lions” of the organization. 
I wasn’t around when Mike’s book was 
published, but if he ever publishes a second 
edition, Ken will definitely make the list. 
Thank you, Ken, for your service to our 
organization

…
When one door closed, another one 

opens.
With Ken’s change in status, we had a 

vacancy to fill and we were lucky to find 
a great volunteer to take over where Ken 
left off. For the first time in many years, 
PATU welcomed its first female Regional 
VP to the board.

Kelly Williams, a watershed specialist 
with the Clearfield County Conservation 
District, has agreed to serve as the North-
west Regional VP. Kelly understands the 
science of coldwater fisheries and I under-
stand she is quite the angler as well. She 
has served as co-chair of PATU’s Diversity 
Committee, and with her co-chair, Amidea 
Daniel, have made significant strides dur-
ing their short tenure.

I am thrilled to have Kelly on our Board. 
She will be a recent technical resource for 
EXCOM will be a strong advocate in the 
great northwest. 

…
In the winter of 2015, I attended the an-

nual selection meeting for the TU Embrace 
A Stream program in St. Pete Beach, Fla. I 
served as the committee representative for 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York and 
Delaware. After a long day of critiquing 
conservation projects, myself and a few 
other members of the committee decided 
to enjoy a cool evening and some adult 
beverages. That night, I was introduced to 
the new TU staffer who would be working 
with the EAS program. Little did I know 
that the young, brash “flat brimmer” would 
turn out to be a great advocate for wild 
trout here in Pennsylvania. 

For the last few years, Rob Shane has 
served as the Mid-Atlantic Organizer for 
TU, serving Pennsylvania and New Jer-
sey. I worked with Rob regularly and his 
youthful exuberance and passion for wild 
fish reminded me of a younger version of 
myself. (For the record, flat brimming was 
not fashionable in the 1990s).

When he began his new role, I gave him 
some ideas for housing in the Poconos, we 
fished together when we could, and I saw 
him grow into a real professional. Rob 
did much of the missionary work for TU, 
assisting with advocacy on the federal and 
state levels and interacting with chapters 
throughout the state. 

Rob recently married and he and his wife 
Courtney are beginning their new life in 
Washington. Rob has moved on from his 
post with TU to start a new position with 
a conservation organization in DC. 

While I’m sorry to see him go, I’m sure 
he’ll be chomping at the bit to become 
an active volunteer with TU’s National 
Capital Chapter (and hopefully, he can be 
my local connection for Caps and Nats 

tickets). All jokes aside, it was a pleasure 
working with Rob and I’m sure he will 
thrive in his new role. Stay in touch, my 
friend. You will be missed. Best of luck to 
you and Courtney. 

…
Lastly, based upon recent mandates from 

Gov. Tom Wolf and the PA Department of 
Health, EXCOM has decided that it will 
not be able to hold an in-person meeting 
on Sept. 19.

This year’s annual membership meeting 
will, instead, be held remotely via Zoom. 
This format has been used successful by 
other state councils, most notably, New 
York. While we won’t be together in 
Bedford, we can still provide reports, still 
hold elections, still give awards, and still 
hear all the great work done by our chap-
ters. We also have a special guest speaker, 
Chris Wood, president and CEO of Trout 
Unlimited.

You will find some meeting directions 
later in this issue, and since none of you 
will have to drive several hours, I am 
hoping to have all 49 PATU chapters 
participate.

…
Folks, this has been a tough year. All of 

our lives have been changed. But we’re 
still standing and still ready to move 
forward.

Thanks for all the passion and energy 
you bring to your streams and this great 
organization. Be well, stay safe, and tight 
lines.



Shortly after I assumed the duties of trea-
surer, I identified three main goals – simpli-
fication, transparency and documentation 
of procedures. The following information 
is provided in the interest of transparency.

Where does the money come from? 
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited 
has several important sources of income, 
the largest being the Coldwater Heritage 
Partnership program.

PATU administers that program, provid-
ing mini grants to other non-profit conser-
vation organizations and PATU chapters.

Each year, PATU receives a grant of 
approximately $100,000 from Pennsylva-
nia DCNR and another $35,000 from the 
Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds. 
PATU also contributes (but that is an 
expenditure), and the Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission provides office 
space and other in-kind services valued at 
around $40,000.

The annual membership rebate from 
National TU, typically around $30,000 
each year, is another important source of 
income.

Council receives $2.50 for each member. 
The Annual Appeal to members, conducted 
each fall, brings around $20,000 into 
PATU’s treasury each year. Both individual 
members and chapters contribute. Invest-
ment income, sales of PATU-branded 
merchandise, meetings and raffles, and 
memorial contributions are smaller but 

still important 
sources of in-
come. Periodi-
cally, we will 
receive a sig-
nificant dona-
tion out of the 
b lue ,  some -
times as part of settlements between an 
environmental regulatory agency and an 
entity that has violated regulations.

We now turn our attention to spend-
ing – Where does the money go? Monies 
received under the CHP program are of 
course restricted to use for that program 
only.

Each year, PATU provides mini grants 
totaling around $70,000. PATU’s program 
director spends about 90 percent of her 
time administering the CHP program, and 
her salary and benefits are paid from the 
CHP account.

The remainder of the annual CHP budget 
goes to website maintenance, accounting 
services and other administrative items.

Much of the annual budget is directed to 
the various programs that PATU provides. 
These include:

•	Trout in the Classroom (~$13,000)

•	Forever Wild grants to chapters 
(~$12,000)

•	Women & Diversity Initiative 

(~$9,000)

•	Youth Programs (~$8,000)

•	Quarterly newsletter to members 
(~$24,000)

•	TU Advocacy ($10,000)

PATU administrative costs – insur-
ance, websites maintenance, meetings, 
telephone, postage and shipping, etc., 
etc.) account for another $30,000-plus of 
expenditures each year.

If you have any questions, you can 
reach me at rdvolkmar@gmail.com or at 
814-544-7174.

PENNSYLVANIA TROUT is published quarterly by the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited. Information in this 
publication is provided “as is” and without warranties of any kind, whether express or implied. The Pennsylvania Council 
of Trout Unlimited makes no guarantees as to accuracy, currency, quality or fitness of any information presented in this 
publication. The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited assumes no legal liability or responsibility for any incorrect, 
misleading, outdated or missing information.

The views and opinions expressed in PENNSYLVANIA TROUT are those of the writers, who are responsible for the 
accuracy of content. They do not necessarily reflect the views of the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited. The accep-
tance of advertising by the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited does not constitute an endorsement of the products or 
services advertised. The publisher assumes no responsibility or liability for the publication of copy submitted by advertisers.

The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited reserves the right to cancel or reject articles or advertising deemed inap-
propriate or unsuitable for PENNSYLVANIA TROUT. Anyone using any information from this publication does so at his own 
risk and shall be deemed to indemnify the Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited. The publisher shall not be responsible 
or liable for any damage or injury resulting from such use. Letters to the editor are welcome; they must be signed and 
contain the writer’s contact information. PATU reserves the right to edit letters for length.

Pennsylvania
Trout is a 
supporting 
member 
of the 
Pennsylvania 
Outdoor 
Writers Association

The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited has more than 14,000 members in nearly 50 chapters statewide, with one common goal: The con-
servation and enhancement of Pennsylvania’s coldwater streams and fisheries, specifically our wild trout resources. Trout Unlimited is an IRS 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, functioning for charitable, educational and scientific purposes. Donations are deductible to the extent provided 
by law. For information on advertising in PA Trout, call 814-692-5232, or email bisles@live.com. See pages 2-3 for Council contact information, 
officers and committees. For listings of Regional VPs and Pennsylvania TU chapters, and their contact information, see pages 15-20.
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Treasurer’s Report
by PATU Treasurer

Bob Volkmar

Chapter Donations 
Thank you to all chapters that 

donated to State Council in support of 
the Trout Unlimited mission over the 
past six months.
Exceptional Value $1,000 or more 

• Cumberland Valley
• Valley Forge

High Quality $500 to $999
• Allegheny Mountain
• Doc Fritchey

Brook Trout $250 to $499
• Adam’s County
• God’s Country
• John Kennedy
• Oil Creek

Wild Trout $100 to $249

• Forks of the Delaware
• Tiadaghton
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Start the thread well behind the eye of the 
hook and wrap back to the bend. Be sure to 
leave plenty of room at the front to create the 
wing and head of the fly.

SHENK’S LETORT HOPPER
Designed by Ed Shenk (1927–2020)
Fly Design / Highlights

• Incorporates commonly found, natural materials
• One of the easiest and effective grasshopper patterns to tie
• Impressionistic pattern that can imitate grasshoppers, caddis and stoneflies
• Rides high in the water so it is very visible to the angler

History
This legless hopper fly pattern was created by Ed toward the end of the 1950s. It 

is interesting to note that another by a similar name and slightly different style, was 
also being developed around the same time by Ernest Schwiebert in cooperation 
with Ross Trimmer. It was called the “Letort Hopper”. “Shenk’s Letort Hopper” has 
a slimmer profile than many other patterns and is constructed of natural materials 
and is a fantastic addition to any anglers fly box, especially for the summer months. 
About the Fly Pattern Designer

Ed Shenk lived in Carlisle, Pennsylvania and tied flies for over 65 years. He is 
also known for creating the LeTort Cricket, the Shenk Cress Bug, the Shenk Sculpin 
(popularizing the dubbing loop or fur chenille method), and fishing the famed LeTort 
Spring Run. He was a fishing Instructor for Allenberry Inc., LeTort Limited, Orvis 
Allenberry Fly Fishing Schools, and was a fishing instructor under Joe Humphreys 
at Penn State for four years. He wrote over 50 articles for various fly fishing maga-
zines and published the book Fly Rod Trouting in 1989, which was released as a 
hardback edition. Ed passed away peacefully on April 10, 2020.

Materials 
• Thread: Black 6/0
• Body: Yellow, cream, tan or orange 

spun fur
• Underwing: Section of mottled tan 

turkey feather, folded and tied flat 
with tip trimmed in a V

• Wing: Tan deer hair from head, 
trimmed on underside

• Head: Spun tan deer hair, trimmed 
to shape with razor blade

• Hook: Mustad 9671 or 9672 or 
similar, sizes #6–18

Fly Patterns of Pennsylvania
by Nick Cobler

Dub the body from the bend up. Don’t try to 
dub the entire length in one go. It’s better to 
have tight wraps as to not absorb water. The 
body thickness is a personal preference.

Lay the slip from a coated turkey feather on 
top of the hook with the tip extending just 
beyond the bend. Tie the slip in place and 
clip the excess.

Cut, clean and stack a clump of deer hair. 
Measure the tips against the hook so they are 
about a shank length long. Clip the butt ends 
and tie in securely.

Cut, clean and tie in another clump of deer 
hair. Put three turns around this clump and 
continue to wrap and let it spin around the 
hook. It gets messy, but well worth it!

Work the thread forward through the hair to 
the eye; whip finish. Use a razor blade to trim 
the head into a square shape. Singe the hair 
with a lighter for a neat, tight-looking head.



As an elementary STEM teacher by 
trade, I’ll be the first to champion these 
core values both inside and outside the 
classroom. Whether coaching soccer, 
advising an Envirothon team, teaching en-
gineering design to fourth graders, helping 
a teacher improve a lesson, or writing an 
outdoors column, I consistently find my-
self playing the role of educator – and I’m 
always still learning new things myself. 

The final 12 weeks of the 2019-20 school 
year proved to be some of the most chal-
lenging days in my teaching career. Instead 
of physically interacting with people on 
a daily basis, (namely working with the 
kids and fellow colleagues that bring joy 
to my life), I spent hours at a time look-
ing at computer screens, communicating 
through a headset, and trouble-shooting 
technology issues to help our students and 
staff move everything they would normally 
do in person to an online format.

I am tremendously proud of the job we 
did, but it was difficult to say the least. 

Being one of just a handful of people 
providing 24/7 tech support for an entire 
district comprising six schools through 
COVID-19’s continuity of education can 
take a toll on one’s physical, mental and 
social well-being, especially when you’re 
naturally a people person. 

During this time, I found respite in 
regular walks outside and the blessing of 
extra time spent at home with my wife and 
young children. I was grateful to retain my 
job and paycheck, but being constantly 
“connected,” taking calls, texts, emails 
and video conference calls via smart phone 
(late at night, on the weekends, or during 
family dinners) was absolutely draining. 
I was always happy to help, and glad to 
have contributed to our district’s impres-
sive flexibility in providing quality remote 
learning offerings for students and families 
in such unprecedented times. 

But by the final day of the school year 
in June, I was ready for some remote dis-
tancing of my own. I needed a break from 
screens, computers, internet, and technol-
ogy. I needed to unplug. 

When my good friend, fellow outdoors 
writer, and PA Trout Editor Brad Isles 

invited me on a primitive camping and 
fly-fishing trip along Penns Creek in 
Centre County, coincidentally two days 
after school closed for the summer, my 
wife sensed my desperation to get away 
and graciously encouraged me to go and 
enjoy myself. 

The allure of sleeping under the stars, 
feeling the push and pull of a cold trout 
stream against my waders, and watching 
the enchanting dance of a campfire flame is 
good medicine in every accord – especially 
shared with other outdoors enthusiasts 
possessing a kindred appreciation for the 
same virtues. 

Our landing spot was Poe Paddy State 
Park, with no electric hookup or cellular 
service – analog in every sense of the word. 
We slept in tents or hammocks, heated 
water over a gas camp stove, and used 
battery-powered headlamps to navigate 
back from the stream after nightfall. 

The experience offered a “remote learn-
ing” of a very different kind – one that 
could be considered the original “live 
streaming” without a need for high-speed 
internet. 

This being the first I had ever fished the 
nationally acclaimed but notably chal-
lenging Penns Creek, new information 
was garnered daily, sometimes from the 
water itself, and sometimes from fellow 
streamside anglers.

We learned we had missed the Green 
Drake hatch by just a few days, and the 
trout, already gorged from natural morsels, 
were not eager to accept our artificial of-
ferings. But that was only a minor setback 

in the overall education and enjoyment of 
the trip.  

In fact, I picked up knowledge nuggets 
from everyone in camp. Nick, a former fly-
tying professional with LL Bean, taught me 
how to side-profile a streamer and easily tie 
a CDC caddis on a picnic table vice. Todd, 
a prolific hiker and camper, taught me that 
less is more on backcountry excursions – 
to pack light, but plan for a good dinner. 

Derek, a novice to fly fishing, reminded 
me that learning, not just catching fish, is 
sometimes the ultimate goal on the water. 
And Brad, simply in asking me to join the 
fun, taught me that taking a break to enjoy 
the great outdoors is exactly what’s needed 
to recharge one’s own batteries, without 
the need for a cord, plug or power source. 

We didn’t catch tons of fish – no one 
did – but I learned a lot and am better for 
experience. That simple reset, as well as 
several others relished this summer, are 
what now have me mentally prepared 
for the challenges that lay ahead for this 
upcoming schoolyear – one I’m ready to 
embrace with a growth mindset.

Anglers, like teachers, constantly adapt, 
knowing that reflection and self-awareness 
are powerful tools. There’s always a new 
opportunity to learn, both in school and 
well beyond the classroom walls, and the 
outdoor playground is a great place to take 
a recess when it’s needed most. 

I’m grateful that a rejuvenating escape 
to the cold water trout streams that clear 
my mind the best is only a fly cast away 
when life calls for some remote learning 
and live streaming. 

RECHARGE
from page 1
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A picnic-bench tying session at camp is always a welcome respite when the bite 
slows down during the heat of the afternoon.



PA Council 
of Trout Unlimited

Minutes of the July 19, 2020 
Executive Committee Meeting

Zoom Teleconference

Officers Attending: Greg Malaska, 
Bob Pennell, Monty Murty, Bob Volkmar, 
Charlie Charlesworth, Russell Thrall, 
Brian Wagner, Brian McGuire, Bobby 
Hughes, Kelly Williams, Russ Collins 

Others Attending: Rachel Kester, Len 
Lichvar, Dave Rothrock, Robert Shane, 
Erick Lewis, Judi Sittler.

The meeting was called to order at 9:01 
a.m. by President Malaska. A motion was 
made and carried to approve the Minutes 
of our April 26, 2020 EXCOM meeting 
as submitted.

President’s Report: Malaska submitted 
a report of his activities since the April 26, 
2020 EXCOM meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report: A motion was 
made and carried to approve the Treasur-
er’s Report for the period April 1 through 
June 30, 2020 as submitted.

Actions Taken by EXCOM since April 
26, 2020: The list of action items taken 
by email vote since April 26, 2020 was 
submitted.

Program Director’s Report: Kester 
reported that there are currently 29 CHP 
grants that are still open. Malaska instruct-
ed Kester to send certified letters to the 3 
recipients with the oldest grants that must 
be closed out no later than November 30, 
2020, stating the conditions and guidelines 
for receiving final payments.

Kester requested feedback on the new 
Trout in the Classroom website that was 
launched in early June. $9,981 in Existing 
Program grants were awarded in May, and 
Kester will follow through with the recipi-
ents to work out the logistics of obtaining 
their equipment. A decision on the award 
of a PFBC R3 Education Grant is expected 
by the end of July.

A decision by the PA Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society to co-host the 
Keystone Coldwater Conference in 2021 
is expected soon. 

Kester reported that no applications for 
Forever Wild grants have been received to 

date, with the dead-
line for submissions 
being July 24.

National Leader-
ship Council (NLC) 
Report: Wagner 
submitted a report 
of his  activi t ies 
which also included 
a list of resources 
for conducting TU 
business during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Native Trout 
Workgroup has is-
sued a questionnaire to complete regarding 
the definition of native trout as this relates 
to various TU policies

Advocacy Report: Shane reported that 
PA HB808 has been passed which will 
allow the PFBC to set their own license 
fees without legislative approval. He also 
announced that he will be leaving TU, ef-
fective July 24, to accept a new position 
with another conservation organization.

Financial Reviewer’s Report: John 
Leonard submitted his report stating that 
the treasurer’s records for the period from 
April 1 through June 30, 2020 were re-
viewed and no irregularities were found 
in any of the accounts/charges, and every-
thing is well documented. 

Regional VP Reports:
•	Northcentral – All eight chapters 

reported.
•	Northeast – Eight of 10 chapters re-

ported. Shehawken & Stanley Cooper 
did not submit reports.

•	Northwest – Report to be submitted.
•	Southcentral – Report to be submitted.
•	Southeast – Five of seven chapters 

reported. Bucks County & Delco Man-
ning did not submit reports.

•	Southwest – Six of eight chapters re-
ported. Ft. Bedford & John Kennedy 
did not submit reports.

No action items were noted in any of the 
chapter reports.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Trout Policy – Lichvar thanked all 

who contributed comments on the Trout 
Management Plan proposed for adoption 
by the PFBC. Lichvar and Rothrock have 

also been in dis-
cussion with PFBC 
Fisheries Manage-
ment staff regard-
ing stocking over 
Class A Wild Trout 
waters. Wagner re-
quested that they 
follow up with Na-
tional TU regard-
ing the NLC Native 
Trout Workgroup 
questionnaire.

Development – 
Murty reported that the application for 
Education Innovation Tax Credit (EITC) 
has been submitted to the PA Dept. of 
Community & Economic Development.

Investments – Regarding Council’s T. 
Rowe Price investments, Collins expressed 
concern over another possible drop in 
stock market values, depending on how the 
Coronavirus situation ultimately plays out.

Awards – The committee is evaluat-
ing Council’s current Awards program 
with a goal of making some changes and 
establishing an online award nomination 
process for 2021. 

Delaware River – No report submitted.
Conservation – No report submitted.
Women, Diversity & Inclusion Initia-

tive – Williams reported that the WDI web-
site is up and running, and can be found at 
https://patuwdi.weebly.com/. The Annual 
Leadership Retreat originally scheduled 
for May, 2020 has been cancelled due to 
the pandemic and has been rescheduled for 
May 21-23, 2021 at the Godspeed Hostel 
in Port Matilda.

Youth Education – Sittler reported that 
STREAM Girls is hoping to conduct a 
modified program on September 12 if all 
state and Girl Scout Covid-19 requirements 
can be met. If the R3 Education Grant that 
Council has recently applied for with 
PFBC is awarded, it will provide funds 
for conducting STREAM Girls programs 
in all 6 regions of the state. Charlesworth 
reported that a number of sponsors for the 
College/5 Rivers program have been lost 
due to the economic impacts of Covid-19.

Membership – Lewis reported that there 
are now more than 15,000 members in PA 
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which represents a 20% growth in mem-
bership since 2012.

Communications – Brad Isles reported 
that as of July 10 we have 2,135 follow-
ers on Facebook and 2,979 on our Twitter 
account. He also stated that pageviews on 
our website have increased by 1,260 for 
the first half of 2020 compared to the same 
period in 2019.

Veteran’s Service Program – Murty 
reported that all veteran’s program activi-
ties have been cancelled statewide due to 
Covid-19.

OLD BUSINESS: 
PATU Annual Meeting – A motion was 

made and carried to cancel the in-person 
Annual Meeting planned for September 
19, 2020 due to the uncertainty of what the 
Covid-19 restrictions will be at that time. 
Malaska will draft a proposed agenda and 
emergency by-laws for EXCOM approval 
to proceed with a virtual membership 
meeting on that same date. 

Update on Merchandise Sales – Pennell 
reported that merchandise sales have been 
slow since the start of the pandemic, but 
anticipates that publication and mailing of 
the Summer issue of PA Trout will serve 
to boost sales.

Nicholas Meats Processing Plant – A 
letter was sent to the Susquehanna River 
Basin Commission (SRBC) outlining 
concerns due to possible groundwater 
contamination and proposed water with-
drawals for a Nicholas Meats processing 
plant to be built near Fishing Creek in 
Clinton County.

NEW BUSINESS:
PA Trout Newsletter Authors – A mo-

tion was made and carried to authorize 
payment to professional writers who are 
members of the PA Outdoor Writers As-
sociation (POWA) of $150 per article, or 
up to $300 for two articles, per issue of PA 
Trout. Malaska will contact Brad Isles to 
discuss further.

DCNR Forestry Survey – Malaska 
encouraged individuals to participate in 
this survey currently being conducted by 
the PA Dept. of Conservation & Natural 
Resources (DCNR).

PATU Response to Localized Threats – 
Kester and Thrall will develop an online 
response form for individuals to report 

localized environmental threats.
Citizen Science Initiative – Volkmar 

reported on discussions with Jake Lemon 
and Shawn Rummel of National TU about 
rebooting the Coldwater Conservation 
Corps (CCC) using TU’s Conservation 
Success Index (CSI) to evaluate priority 
watersheds. 

De-watering of Bushkill Creek – Wag-
ner reported that the Forks of the Delaware 
Chapter is working with county and state 
government agencies, as well as other part-
ners, to raise awareness of the problems 
created by the Hercules Cement quarry’s 
de-watering of Bushkill Creek. It was 
suggested that a Forever Wild grant could 
be used to help fund this effort since it is 
a Class A Wild Trout stream.

Operations Continuity Plan – Malaska 
suggested that all take a look at this Co-
vid-19 contingency plan developed by 
Volkmar, Kester, Collins and Pennell, and 
call out any actions that need to be taken 
prior to the next EXCOM meeting.

CHP Website Upgrade – A motion was 
made and carried to approve an expense 
of $7,500 for a Coldwater Heritage Part-
nership website upgrade by QuarterNote 
Systems. $4,000 will be contributed by the 
Foundation for PA Watersheds, and $3,500 
will come from Council’s CHP budget.

Annual Financial Reports – All chap-
ters submitted their financial reports to 
National TU, with several just barely 
meeting the deadline. Malaska requested 
that each regional VP reach out to each 
of their individual chapters to discuss the 
form that Murty has prepared and how 
best to streamline the process for the next 
fiscal year to help avoid problems with last 
minute filing.

Volkmar reported that Council’s outside 
accountant is preparing the IRS 990 and 
PA BC-10 tax forms which will require 
Malaska’s signature for filing.

Timing of Next EXCOM Meeting – 
Malaska suggested that the next EXCOM 
meeting be scheduled at least one week 
before the PFBC quarterly meeting.

The meeting was adjourned by mutual 
consent at 11:37 a.m.

– Bob Pennell 
Council Secretary

runoff and the legacy of coal mining, 
including many of the Commonwealth’s 
coldwater streams that are home to 
populations of native and wild trout.

Trees are a key part of the solution. They 
filter and absorb polluted runoff from the 
land, stabilize streambanks, improve soil 
quality, reduce flooding, and provide 
habitat for wildlife.

“Council is excited to announce that 
we have joined this important initiative to 
plant more trees across the state that will 
benefit local water quality, wild and native 
trout populations, and thus the over 15,000 
Trout Unlimited members statewide who 
enjoy angling for those trout,” says Rachel 
Kester, program director. “It’s been said 
that ‘trout grow on trees’, and we believe 
this to be true. Healthy streamside forests 
protect water quality and form the basis 
of a stream’s food web, leading to healthy 
and robust trout populations.”

 “Trees, especially when alongside 
streams and streets, are one of the most 
cost-effective ways to restore and protect 
stream health, help keep nutrients and 
soils on the land, and cleanse drinking 
water sources,” said Shannon Gority, CBF 
executive director in Pennsylvania. “More 
trees benefit our farmers, our communities, 
and our health and welfare.”

The partnership will help achieve 
Pennsylvania’s commitment to reduce 
pollution in local streams and rivers. The 
Commonwealth’s Clean Water Blueprint 
calls for planting 95,000 acres of forest 
in the Bay watershed by the end of 2025.  

“Clean rivers and streams are essential to 
our wellbeing,” said Brenda Sieglitz, CBF 
Keystone 10 Million Trees Partnership 
manager. “By working together to plant 10 
million trees, we can ensure our waterways 
are a vibrant part of our communities for 
years to come.”

Find out about local projects and 
get involved by contacting your local 
Trout Unlimited chapter: https://patrout.
org/index.php/about-us/chapters/ or by 
contacting Kester at c-rkester@pa.gov. 
To learn more about the Keystone 10 
Million Trees Partnership visit www.
TenMillionTrees.org.

...Continued from previous page STUDY
from page 1
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Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimit-
ed will present its annual awards during the 
virtual fall meeting  on Saturday, Sept. 19.

There is a huge amount of extraordi-
nary work being accomplished by PATU 
chapters, as well as many individuals, and 
that work should be recognized. If you are 
aware of a group, chapter or individual 
you feel is worthy of a nomination, please 
consider filling out a nomination form. 
Nominations are due by Sept. 7.

Forms may be emailed to Rachel Kes-
ter at c-rkester@pa.gov or mailed to her 
at PATU P.O. Box 5148, Bellefonte, PA 
16823.

Please note: nominations for Best News-
letter and Best Chapter website (described 
below) should be sent to Brad Isles at 
bisles@live.com.

Below is a brief description of each 
award with eligibility criteria when ap-
plicable:
•	Chapter with greatest member-

ship increase – Nominations not 
accepted; Recipient determined based 
on data collected from National TU.

•	Chapter with greatest percent-
age increase in membership – 
Nominations not accepted; Recipient 
determined based on data collected 
from National TU 

•	Edward Urbas Award for Best PA 
Chapter – This award is given to 
the chapter that best exemplifies the 
work of TU, including involvement 
in conservation efforts, community ac-
tivities, outreach, youth activities, etc.

•	Best Small Chapter Award – The 
same criteria used in the Edward Ur-
bas Award will applied to this award, 
but it is limited to chapters with 150 
or fewer members.

•	Best Chapter Project – This award 
recognizes an exceptional initiative, 
project, or effort on the part of a TU 
chapter which demonstrates efficient 
use of resources and which utilizes 
effective partnerships with other or-
ganizations such as government agen-
cies, other non-profits, schools, etc., 
and which had a notable impact on 

the community and/or environment.,

•	Doc Fritchey Award for Outstand-
ing Coldwater Conservationist, TU 
Member – This award recognizes 
a TU member with a history of ex-
emplifying PATU’s core values and 
mission- conserving, protecting, and 
restoring PA’s coldwater fisheries and 
watersheds – and who demonstrates a 
commitment to volunteerism.

•	Outstanding Coldwater Conserva-
tionist, Professional – This award 
recognizes an individual, either from 
a governmental agency, private en-
terprise, or non-profit organization, 
who has made an exceptional effort 
to help fulfill the TU mission of con-
serving, protecting, restoring, and 
sustaining PA’s coldwater fisheries 
and watersheds.

•	Outstanding Volunteer – This award 
recognizes a person who, while not 
necessarily a member of TU or a con-
servationist professional, was particu-
larly helpful and who contributed time 
and effort to supporting a TU chapter 
or project. Their efforts on either a 
single project or on an ongoing basis 
can be considered and described in the 
nomination.

•	Best Chapter Website – Is your 
Chapter’s website particularly at-
tractive, clear, up-to-date and easy to 
navigate? If so, send nominations to 
Brad Isles at bisles@live.com.

•	 Samuel Slaymaker Award for Best 
Chapter Newsletter –  If your news-
letter includes information about your 
chapter’s activities that is current, 
well-presented and clear, and is visu-
ally attractive, your chapter may very 
well win this award. Send nomina-
tions, with a few copies of the newslet-
ter, to Brad Isles at PO Box 23, Grove 
City, PA 16127. A digital copy can also 
be sent to Brad at bisles@live.com

•	Dr. Jack Beck Award for Outstand-
ing Youth Outreach – This award 
recognizes an individual who has 
shown exceptional leadership and 
commitment to youth outreach, pro-
grams, and activities. 

•	Ken Sink Award for Outstanding 
Service to PATU – This award is 
given to a person who contributes to 
PATU’s mission in a notable way. It 
is intended to recognize a person who 
has been involved for a significant pe-
riod of time and who has demonstrated 
steadfast dedication to coldwater con-
servation, protection, restoration, as 
well as volunteerism and leadership. It 
is not necessarily presented every year.

•	 Inky Moore Award for Outstanding 
Service to State Council – This award 
recognizes a person who through his 
or her recent efforts shows promise 
as a future leader of the organization.
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Street or P.O.__________________________________________________

City, State & Zip_______________________________________________
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Enclosed is my check for $________ for _____ year(s)

PATU Award nominations extended to Sept. 7



PATU Awards 2020 Nomination Form
Fill out, clip and except where otherwise indicated mail this nomination form to: Rachel Kester, P.O. Box 5148, Bellefonte, 

PA 16823. You may also download it from www.patrout.org and mail to the same address. Scanned submissions can 
be emailed to c-rkester@pa.gov. Call 814-359-5233 with questions. The deadline for nominations is September 7.

Nominator’s Name: _____________________________________Email: _____________________________________
Telephone Number(s):_______________________________________________
**Nominator will be notified once a decision has been made.

I would like to nominate ______________________________________________________ for the

Check one:

Reason for nomination (250 words or fewer):_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________(Continue on a separate page if necessary.)

_______  Edward Urbas Best Chapter

_______  Best Chapter Project

_______  Best Small Chapter  (150 or fewer members)

_______  Dr. Jack Beck Award for Outstanding 
    Youth Outreach

_______  Ken Sink Memorial (not presented every year) 
     For an individual who has made long-term 
     significant contributions through their work 
     with state council

_______  Inky Moore Outstanding Contributions  to 
     PATU’s Conservation Mission

_______   Outstanding Coldwater Conservationist, TU 
      Member (Doc. Fritchey Award)

_______   Outstanding Coldwater 
     Conservationist, Professional

_______   Outstanding Volunteer 
     (Person who contributed time or effort in  
     helping a TU chapter or project, either one  
     time or ongoing; doesn’t need to be a mem- 

      ber or conservation professional)

_______   Samuel Slaymaker For Best Newsletter
     (Send copies of at least three recent issues or  
    email to Brad Isles at bisles@live.com)

________   Best Chapter Website (Contact Brad Isles at 
      bisles@live.com)
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Ron Evans 
President, 
Pa. Environmental Defense Foundation

Reportedly, when Andrew Jackson 
disagreed with a decision of the Supreme 
Court’s chief justice, he said, “John 
Marshall has made his decision. Now 
let him enforce it.” All three branches 
of Commonwealth government saying 
the equivalent regarding a ruling the PA 
Supreme Court made in June, 2017.

At that time, the court ruled in favor 
of the Pennsylvania Environmental 
Defense Foundation (PEDF) which was 
suing the governor for not enforcing the 
environmental amendment of the PA 
Constitution. Article 1, Section 27 of 
the Constitution states “The people have 
a right to clean air, pure water, and to 
the preservation of the natural, scenic, 
historic and esthetic values of the envi-
ronment. Pennsylvania’s public natural 
resources are the common property of 
all the people, including generations yet 
to come. As trustee of these resources, 
the Commonwealth shall conserve and 
maintain them for the benefit of all the 
people.”

PEDF’s suit specifically contended that 
the governor and legislature were ignor-
ing the amendment in the management 
of state parks and forests. The governor 
and the legislature have viewed and 
continue to view the state’s forests as a 
commodity to be used as they see fit.

The PA Supreme Court decision in 
PEDF’s case clearly stated that the 
amendment means state lands and re-
sources are owned by the citizens of the 
Commonwealth in the form of a public 
trust. In addition, the trust includes 
any money gained from the sale of the 
resources. The court ruled that the role 
of government at all levels is to act as 
a trustee of the public trust by conserv-
ing and maintaining public lands and 
resources.

The legislative and executive branch’s 

abrogation of their responsibilities as 
trustees becomes especially damaging 
with the rush to drill for natural gas in 
the Marcellus Shale region of the state. 
In the Pennsylvania Wilds region of PA 
there are 1.6 million acres of state forest 
land. Over one third of the public land 
in the northcentral part of the state is 
currently under lease. The governor and 
legislature have not permanently banned 
additional drilling on public lands, even 
though the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources has stated that 
any additional drilling will endanger 
fragile ecologies. 

Starting with the Rendell administra-
tion, approximately $1.2 billion have 
been taken out of the public trust and 
diverted to the General Fund. The Oil 
and Gas Lease Fund was established to 
pay for any mitigation needed to repair 
damages caused by the extraction of 
natural resources.

Currently, the Fund contains fees from 
drilling leases and royalties for the natu-
ral gas extracted. The PA Supreme Court 
deemed that the Oil and Gas Lease Fund 
is part of the public trust and can only be 
used to conserve and protect this public 
trust. Gov. Tom Wolf and the legislature 
continue to ignore the PA Supreme Court 
decision by diverting $61 million from 
the Oil and Gas Lease Fund to the Gen-
eral Fund for the 2020-21 budget.

Consequently, PEDF filed another 
suit specific to the diversion of Oil and 
Gas Lease Fund money to the General 
Fund. After a two-year wait, Common-

wealth Court has ignored the decision 
of the PA Supreme Court by ruling that 
some of the Oil and Gas Lease Fund can 
be used to fund the operation of state 
departments and agencies. Now all three 
branches of state government are com-
plicit in ignoring the PA Supreme Court 
decision in the PEDF case. PEDF is 
appealing the ruling to the PA Supreme 
Court.

The Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR), the agency 
charged with conserving and protecting 
public lands is ignoring the PA Supreme 
Court.

In 1995, DCNR’s Bureau of Forestry 
developed an overall strategy for the 

Commentary
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GET A CUSTOM 
TROUT UNLIMITED 

PENNSYLVANIA
LICENSE PLATE!
Want to show others that you’re a proud 

member of PATU and support the mission 
of Trout Unlimited? Well, you can, and it 
will only cost you a onetime charge of $27 
for a specialty PA license plate. The cus-
tom plate fee is in addition to your annual 
registration fee, and the plate is available 
for passenger cars and trucks 14,000 lbs. 
or less, motor homes and trailers. 

To order your Pennsylvania Council of 
Trout Unlimited PA state license plate, 
send your name, TU membership num-
ber and current PA license plate number 
by email to rpennell37@comcast.net or 
mail to: 

Bob Pennell
2319 Valley Road

Harrisburg, PA 17104 
In return, you’ll receive an application 

form to complete and send with your $27 
payment to PennDOT.

PA government ignoring 
the state’s Supreme Court

Continued on next page...



state forests. In the strategy, the bu-
reau undertook a significant change in 
philosophy. It rejected the philosophy 
of multiple use which had guided the 
bureau’s policies and decisions to that 
point. Instead of multiple use the strategy 
adopted the philosophy of ecosystem 
management.

Multiple use means that a variety of 
activities, including extraction of natural 
resources, are legitimate uses of the 
forests. The adoption of a philosophy of 
ecosystem management is a 180-degree 
change from multiple use. Ecosystem 
management means meeting both eco-
logical and human needs. In other words, 
an activity that meets a human need but 

damages the ecology is antithetical to 
sound ecosystem management.

The 2016 plan for state forests reverts 
to a multiple use approach in which 
DCNR functions more like an owner of 
the resources, not as a trustee as mandat-
ed by the PA Supreme Court. The plan 
states that oil and gas extraction is a le-
gitimate use of public natural resources. 
Initially, PEDF engaged in discussions 
with DCNR to get them to change the 
plan to be consistent with the PA Su-
preme Court decision. DCNR refused to 
make the change so PEDF is challenging 
the plan in court.

In 1971, the legislature passed, the 
governor signed, and citizens ratified 
a visionary amendment to the Com-
monwealth’s constitution. For almost 50 

years, state government largely ignored 
its responsibility to act as a trustee of a 
public trust consisting of public lands 
and resources.

In 2017, the PA Supreme Court made 
an unambiguous ruling mandating that 
government fulfill its trustee responsi-
bilities.

However, all three branches continue 
to ignore the ruling. As citizens and 
owners of the public trust, we cannot al-
low this undemocratic challenge to a PA 
Supreme Court decision to persist.

For more information on PEDF’s legal 
actions go to PEDF.org.

Ron Evans is president of the Pennsyl-
vania Environmental Defense Founda-
tion
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RepYourWater provides creative and unique designs on high-quality 
apparel and merchandise, and makes a difference for wildlife habitat 
around the country. RepYourWater donates 1% of Pennsylvania
designed apparel sales to Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited to 
support our Coldwater Conservation Corps program. We would like to 
thank RepYourWater for its support and for those who have purchased 
items. Please check them out at www.repyourwater.com and support 
coldwater conservation!
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PFBC seeks comment on proposed 
Penns Creek regulation change

Since Jan. 1, 2014 after stocking of trout 
was ceased and slot limit regulations were 
established on a seven-mile stretch of 
Penns Creek (Section 03), Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission electrofishing 
surveys have shown a significant increase 
in the numbers of larger (16 inches and 
over) brown trout. Based on these findings, 
the PFBC is proposing the adoption of the 
following rulemaking on Special Regula-
tions, to go into effect on Jan. 1, 2021:

“Penns Creek, from the confluence of 
Elk Creek downstream seven miles to 
600 meters downstream of Swift Run, will 
be open to fishing year-round. All tackle 

types are permitted. From 8 a.m. on the 
first Saturday after April 11 through La-
bor Day – the daily creel limit for trout is 
two (combined species). Trout must be at 
least seven inches but less than 12 inches 
in length to be killed or possessed. From 
the day after Labor Day until 8 a.m. on the 
first Saturday after April 11, no trout may 
be killed or possessed. Inland regulations 
apply to all other species.”

The complete details and background 
information on this proposed Rulemak-
ing #300 can be viewed at patrout.org or 
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/
Documents/rulemakingsDocs/300nprp.
pdf. A link is provided for submitting 
public comments up until Sept. 8.

Popular Fly Fishing Film Tour 
moves forward with virtual event

After months of deliberations, the Fly 
Fishing Film Tour’s organizers are mov-
ing forward with the 2020 F3T, albeit in a 
virtual fashion.

Consumers can purchase tickets to the 
Tour ($18 each) and then will have a full 
week to view the streaming films compris-
ing this year’s tour.

Films this year are split between inter-
national and domestic movies, as well as 
between fresh and saltwater.

 Those purchasing tickets can choose to 
attend the national film screening event, or 
a regional screening event. Learn more at 
www.flyfilmtour.com.

In Brief



1.

Thank you for supporting the efforts of PATU in protecting, conserving and restoring PA’s coldwater streams. Please 
allow 1-2 weeks to receive your order. Some items may ship sooner. For pictures and complete descriptions of these 
items please go to www.patrout.org/merchandise. If you have questions about the availability of any specific items, 
please feel free to contact Bob Pennell at rpennell37@comcast.net or 717-395-5124.

Merchandise Order Form

6% sales tax (where applicable) and shipping 
and handling costs are included in unit prices.

Mail this form, along with money order or 
check payable to “PA Trout” to:

PA Council of TU c/o Merchandise
2319 Valley Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17104

Or you can order directly online using a credit 
card at www.patrout.org/merchandise.

Ship to: 
Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________ Email ______________________________
** Phone and email are needed should PATU have questions regarding your order.

Item Description Price Qty. Total

“Back the Brookie” License Plate $25.00

Brook Trout Dog Collar – SM/MD $23.00

Brook Trout Dog Collar – LG/XL $25.00

Ballcap w/logo (circle) Khaki  Navy  Camo  Brn.  Grn. $17.50

Large Waterproof Fly Box (6”x4”x1”) $20.00

1 Medium Waterproof Fly Box (5.5”x3.75”x5/8”) $14.00

Custom-tied Leaders

   Dry Fly – 4X Tippet $6.00

   Dry Fly – 5X Tippet $6.00

   Dry Fly – 6X Tippet $6.00

   Wet Fly – 4X Tippet w/ 2 Droppers $6.00

   Wet Fly – 5X Tippet w/ 2 Droppers $6.00

“The Delaware River Story” Book $25.00

“PA Limestone Trout Creeks” Book $24.00

“History of Trout Unlimited in PA” Book $15.00

“Fly Fishing PA’s Spring Creek” Book $15.00

“More of CVTU’s Favorite Flies” Book $20.00

“Keystone Fly Fishing” Book $30.00

2 Traveller Fly Rod – 9’0, 5-wt., 7-piece $130.00

PATU Travel Rod Case $24.00

Official PATU T-shirt (circle size)   S  M  L  XL $20.00

Official PATU T-shirt (circle size)  2XL  3XL $23.00

PATU Sticker  $1.50

3 PATU Travel Mug $14.00

Note: 6% sales tax (where applicable), shipping  
and handling costs included in unit prices. Total $

3.

2.

* Prices effective May 1, 2020



REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Russell Thrall
159 Swift Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Email: russ@thrall3.com
Phone: 570-620-8677

Brodhead Chapter #289
Eric Baird

570-396-4647, ericrobertbaird@gmail.com
www.brodheadtu.org

Our May and June board meetings were via 
GoToMeeting. We contracted E.F. Possinger & 
Sons to deliver rock to finalize our work at Cherry 
Valley. Deliveries were scheduled to be completed 
by July 8 and the USFWS were to immediately 
begin placing the materials into Cherry Creek 
to improve the habitat. We are looking at next 
year’s habitat project on the McMichael Creek at 
the Pomeroy Preserve. We’ve had two additional 
teachers take the online seminar for the TIC pro-
gram so this fall we will have five TIC programs 
running in three different school districts. We are 
proceeding with our “Fly Fishing the Next Step,” 
an intermediate-level fly fishing course for up 
to six students in September. The chapter is not 
currently pursuing any grant activities, but will be 
looking into some grant funding for our project 
on the McMichael Creek for next year.

__________________________________
Forks of the Delaware Chapter #482

Joe Baylog
610-751-9116, baylogj@gmail.com

https://forksofthedelaware.tu.org/

The chapter canceled all activities due to coro-
navirus guidance. Our board has been meeting 
through Zoom. We created a Facebook group to 
focus on community engagement and to promote 
more social interaction between members. We 
decided to cancel our annual Corn & Pig Roast 
held in the fall. Construction on the long-awaited 
Bushkill Creek restoration project has been post-
poned until summer 2021. The good news is that 
through grants and fundraising by the Bushkill 
Stream Conservancy, Wildlands Conservancy 
and our Forks of the Delaware chapter, the project 
is fully funded. While we are not sure what TIC 
might look like in the fall with our four schools, 
we did have a preliminary discussion with our 
liaison from Bangor Middle School about moving 
the tank to the elementary school. On June 4-5, 
due to a lightning strike at Buzzi Unicem plant 
(Hercules Cement) in Stockertown, quarry pumps 
were down, which resulted in the dewatering of 
a portion of the Bushkill Creek in Northampton 
County and an estimated 2,000 fish perished. 
Documentation was posted on social media and 
the Express-Times, Morning Call and WFMZ 
69 all covered the event. Our chapter’s goal is to 
ensure redundancy of power supply to the quarry 
pumps preventing interruptions of flow in the 
Bushkill Creek, which has been happening since 
1999, along with sinkhole remediation and a vi-
able reclamation and closure plan for the quarry. A 
TU focus group has been meeting to achieve this 
goal. Letters have been sent to regulatory agen-
cies and legislators and the chapter is requesting 
further documentation from DEP. 

__________________________________
Hokendauqua Chapter #535

Art Williams
610-266-1788, awilliams1947@hotmail.com

http://hokendauqua.tu.org

Nothing to report.
__________________________________

Lackawanna Valley Chapter #414
Jacob Bliss

570-833-2091, jacobbliss93@outlook.com
www.lackawannavalleytu.org

Nothing to report.
__________________________________

Monocacy Chapter #491
Erik Broesicke

610-909-2652, monocacytu491@gmail.com
www.monocacytu.org

Nothing to report.
__________________________________

Pike-Wayne Chapter #462
Paul Ranello
973-452-9301

www.pwtu.org

All community events scheduled from April 
1 to June 30 were canceled along with our April 
and May monthly meetings. Our June meeting 

was held on the river, as were other summer 
meetings. Our annual banquet was rescheduled 
for April 2021. We provided three $500 stipends 
to graduating seniors who will be majoring in 
environmental related studies in the fall. Stu-
dents were selected from Honesdale, Delaware 
Valley and Wallenpaupack high schools. We are 
planning a second Woman’s Introduction to Fly 
Fishing in the fall PWTU sent a letter of support 
to Hawley Borough Park and Recreation Depart-
ment in partnership with the Honesdale Borough 
Park and Recreation Department Rails and Trails 
for a PFBC R-3 grant. This program will focus 
primarily on recruitment of youth who have never 
fished before, boys and girls ages 11-14. Learning 
objectives include human impact on river flow and 
why that’s important, discovering invertebrate life 
on the river, creating a simple fly, understanding 
the basic mechanics of fly casting, relating flies 
to fly-tying and understanding how youths can 
be stewards of clean water in the river. The Rails 
and Trails program plans to have five fishing and 
kayak access points between Honesdale and Haw-
ley. When Hawley Park and Recreation applies for 
its construction grants, especially for the Hawley 
river access point, one of the goals is to complete 
a handicapped fishing dock to allow wheelchair-
bound veterans and community members access 
to fishing on the river.

__________________________________
Schuylkill County Chapter #537

Brian Lengel
717-708-8846, brianlengel7@gmail.com

www.schuylkillcountytu.org

We are planning a kids’ stream-side education 
day with local land owners in October. Our fly 
tying classes are on hold. We’re planning our 
3rd annual Hook Ur Honey fishing day geared 
towards ladies and family, and a children’s free 
fishing day in September at S&A Trout Ponds. We 
installed a handicap ramp on the Little Schuylkill 
River project and donated for two students to take 
part in a week-long environmental raft float on 
the Schuylkill River from Schuylkill Haven to 
Philadelphia.

__________________________________
Shehawken Chapter #81

Joe DeMalderis
914-475-6779, crosscurrent@optonline.net

https://www.facebook.com/Shehawken-
Trout-Unlimited-811023349070239/

No report.
__________________________________

Stanley Cooper, Sr. Chapter #251
Scott Brady

570-479-6106, jsbrady@bradygrabowski.
com 

www.sctu.org

No report.
__________________________________
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Note: Due to changing COV-
ID-19 restrictions, any upcom-
ing events listed in the follow-
ing chapter reports should be 
considered tentative. Please 
check the individual chapter’s 
website or newsletter for up-
dated status.



Western Pocono Chapter #203
George Hludzik

570-788-2121, grhlaw@ptd.net
www.tu.org/connect/groups/203-western-pocono

Nothing to report.  

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Bob Volkmar
443 West Br. Fishing Creek Rd.
Roulette, PA 16746
Email: rdvolkmar@gmail.com
Phone: 814-544-7174

Columbia County Chapter #38
Erick Lewis

607-621-8126, ealewis@geisinger.edu

All events during the third quarter have been 
canceled. Chapter leaders are hopeful that mem-
ber meetings will resume in September.

__________________________________
God’s Country Chapter #327

David Saulter
814-274-9763, saulterdg@yahoo.com

The chapter has helped fund an internship posi-
tion at the Potter County Conservation District. 
We planned to hold a member meeting on July 30 
at the pavilion in Mitchell Park.

__________________________________
Lloyd Wilson Chapter #224

Bill Bailey
570-748-6120, wbailey@comcast.net

www.lwtu.org

Chapter members have been monitoring the 
situation pertaining to the request by Nicholas 
Meats to withdraw 174,000 gallons of water per 
day from a well along the headwaters of Big Fish-
ing Creek in Clinton County. As of the end of June, 
we have heard nothing new from the Susquehanna 
River Basin Commission.

__________________________________
Penns Creek Chapter #119

Joe Dunmire
717-899-6085, jhjazzbo@hotmail.com

Our Summer Social is tentatively set for Aug. 
29 at the home of Gary and Sue Parzanese in 
Reedsville. Social distancing will be in effect.

__________________________________
R.B. Winter Chapter #124

Rod Jones
570-259-7205, flyrodjones@gmail.com

facebook.com/RBWinterTroutUnlimited-
Chapter/

The chapter provided fly-tying instruction 
at the annual Summerfest event at R.B. Winter 
State Park.

__________________________________
Spring Creek Chapter #185

Jamie SanFilippo
SanFilippo.Jamie@gmail.com

www.springcreektu.org

Our Women Anglers group fished Spring 
Creek on June 14 and Penns Creek on July 
19. The chapter applied for a DEP Growing 
Greener grant in the amount of $107,685. 

__________________________________
Susquehanna Chapter #044

Charles Knowlden
570-971-1296, cjknow@comcast.net

www.susquehannatu.com

The chapter is organizing a raffle utilizing do-
nated fishing items with the drawing in the fall. 
We received a $5,000 portion of a fine, per Court 
Order, from Double D Construction. The fine was 
for dumping gas development brine water into a 
Loyalsock tributary. We continue to monitor the 
Sugar Valley water withdrawal applications in 
the Big Fishing Creek watershed and will provide 
comments and mobilize other groups to com-
ment, including business owners such as fishing 
tackle shops. The Chapter sent a letter to DCNR 
Secretary Cindy Dunn endorsing the acquisition 
of the Bar Bottom Hollow tract, adjoining the 
Loyalsock State Forest. The 122-acre, privately-
owned tract was purchased at auction on June 
20 by the Northcentral PA Conservancy, to be 
conveyed to DCNR. Members assisted Dr. Jon 
Niles of Susquehanna University with Unassessed 
Waters Initiative survey fieldwork assigned to him 
by the PFBC and Loyalsock Creek Watershed 
Association. The chapter applied for a Techni-
cal Assistance Grant that involves the TU Lock 
Haven office gathering data and creating a plan 
for potential AMD-related conservation projects 
in the Upper Loyalsock Creek watershed. TU’s 
Shawn Rummel was going to present a program 
about the project at our canceled April 8 meeting, 
but he is continuing with his work. In preparation 
for the TAG work, members toured existing AMD 
treatment projects in the upper Loyalsock water-
shed between Lopez and Mildred with Rummel 
and Dr. Bob Smith of Lycoming College Clean 
Water Institute. Our scheduled chapter meeting 
on Sept. 9 is to be determined.

__________________________________
Tiadaghton Chapter #688

Jere White
570-662-2167, whitesgordonsetters@gmail.

com

The chapter conducted May and June monthly 
meetings via Zoom. Some members participated 
in a TU fish survey on Kettle Creek as part of 
a post-assessment following installation of last 
year’s habitat improvement projects. Initial as-
sessment work is being conducted this summer 
on Long Run through the chapter’s EAS grant. 
The chapter was able to help the Pine Creek 
Watershed Council with the planting of 3,000 
trees in riparian buffer zones in the Pine Creek 
Watershed this spring.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Kelly Williams
Email: 
kwilliamsccd@atlanticbbn.net
Phone: 814-765-2624

Allegheny Mountain Chapter #036
Codey Schlemmer

814-953-5295, schlemmerservices@gmail.com
www.amctu.org

Our annual banquet is set for next April 10 
at Falls Creek Eagles. We have an agreement 
with the PGC to remove the remnants of the old 
Punxsutawney reservoir. The original plan was 
to remove it this summer. We were asked by a 
landowner on Big Run Creek to check on and 
possibly replace or repair the habitat work done 
by the chapter in the late ’80s. We will be look-
ing into this and possibly working with the WPC 
on plans to repair or replace. The conservancy is 
working on a Coldwater Heritage Grant on the 
entire watershed. We received a progress report 
on the Cooks Run project. The area was re-mined 
two years ago and results are looking good as the 
aluminum is almost 0 and the pH is on the rise. 
Brook trout were found in low numbers last year. 
Unfortunately, this year’s survey was canceled. 
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We were able to finish our fly-tying roundtable 
just before all events were canceled. All TIC and 
Girl Scout events were canceled. 

__________________________________
Caldwell Creek Chapter #437

Tom Savko
814-664-2124, tksavko2@verizon.net

ALLARM was canceled due to COVID in 
March. We resumed our water testing in July. 
Meetings are currently canceled, as are all other 
activities.

__________________________________
Cornplanter Chapter #526

Troy McDunn
814-723-3759, hdpartsman@verizon.net
www.facebook.com/pages/Cornplanter-

Chapter-Of-Trout-Unlimited

No report.
__________________________________

Iron Furnace Chapter #288
Mark Hanes

724-464-7320, m_d_hanes@yahoo.com
www.ironfurnacetu.net

No report.

__________________________________
James Zwald Chapter #314

Murray Neeper
814-834-3472, mneeper@zitomedia.net

Work on the Middle Fork tributary of the East 
Branch of the Clarion has continued and exceeds 
expectations with large woody debris structures at 
44 sites utilizing 169 logs and covering 4050 feet. 
Travis Weinzeriel, NC forester for the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission, obtained grant money 
to upgrade culverts and bridging on Middle Fork. 
This work is scheduled for completion between 
January 2021 and December 2023. Elk County 
Conservation District is pursuing grant funds for 

an AMD construction and implementation phase 
on the West Creek tributary to Driftwood. Work 
is set to begin in August on habitat structures for 
the special regulation area of the West Branch of 
the Clarion. The project is funded by a Stackpole 
Hall Foundation grant and with personnel from the 
WPC and Seneca Resources on Landvest property. 
The chapter continues to support TIC in the Elk 
and Cameron county schools. We look to find 
additional equipment to expand TIC at Woodland 
Elementary for Cameron County school districts. 
In addition, we will be working with ECCD to 
pursue grants for the implementation phase of the 
West Creek AMD project (Phase III).

__________________________________
Neshannock Creek #216

Jeff Kremis
724-588-4378, jjkremis@gmail.com 

ww.neshannock-tu.org

Though our annual banquet in March was 
canceled, many members donated their ticket 
purchases to the chapter instead of taking a refund 
and we were able to raise money to continue 
our conservation efforts. We were able to have 
our spring cleanup on the Coolspring DHALO 
area in early June once restrictions were eased. 
We did trail maintenance and general cleanup of 
the area. We also plan on adding some stone to 
the wet areas of the trail later this summer, once 
things dry up, to aid in stream stocking. Phase 1 of 
the Neshannock Creek project in Plantation Park 
is complete. The Mercer County Conservation 
District did some tree planting in the area with 
leftover seedlings from its spring sale. The area 
held up well through high water this spring. The 
final report for the EAS grant we received has 
been submitted and we will start looking for the 
funding needed for Phase 2 of the project. The 
Youth Fishing Derby held at Grove City Sports-
men Club was postponed and we hope to hold it 
later in the fall if conditions improve. Watch the 

website for any announcements on the derby. Our 
next board meeting is tentatively scheduled for 
Sept. 28 at Munnell Run Farm.

__________________________________
Northwest PA Chapter #41

Bill Eckert
814-392-2696, bill@eckertappraisals.com

http://nwpachaptertu.blogspot.com

Our April meeting with speaker Kylie Maland 
from the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy was 
canceled. The conservancy has some plans for 
Erie County and we were anxious to hear about 
partnering with them on a potential project for 
Trout Run in Waterford Township. Also canceled 
was our Edinboro Fly Fishing Club’s kids fishing 
derby and a meeting of our board with President 
Greg Malaska. We wrote a letter of support and 
committed a donation to the Foundation for 
Sustainable Forests for their grant application 
to the DCNR to purchase 155 acres of forested 
land around the Caldwell Creek watershed in the 
Delayed Harvest section to protect this valuable 
trout stream and guarantee future access. Fort 
LeBoeuf school’s TIC project was able to release 
their fish into an appropriate watershed.

__________________________________
Oil Creek Chapter #424

Jennifer Lyons
814-671-1292, lyonssj3876@gmail.com

www.oilcreektu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Seneca Chapter #272
Chase Howard

814-598-3449, chaserhoward@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/SenecaTroutUnlimited

The chapter received a Watershed Mini Grant in 
partnership with the Potter County Conservation 
District for a streambank stabilization project on 
Sartwell Creek, a tributary to the Upper Allegh-
eny River. The project will be completed in the 
summer of 2020.
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REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Brian McGuire
52 W. Princeton Rd.
Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
Email: cbrianmcguire@comcast.net
Phone: 484-270-8505

Bucks County Chapter #254
Joe Mihok

215-589-9531, joemihok@verizon.net
www.buckstu.org

No report.
__________________________________
Delco Manning Chapter #320

Fred DeWees
610-547-9403, freddew4@gmail.com

www.dmtu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Little Lehigh Chapter #070
Scott Alderfer

610-390-6219, salderfer@gmail.com
www.lltu.org

Since February of this year, three of our board 
members have been taking part in monthly meet-
ings (Zoom calls beginning in Q2) to assist the 
Watershed Coalition of the Lehigh Valley in form-
ing a community watershed group for the Little 
Lehigh drainage. The Little Lehigh is the only 
major watershed in the Lehigh Valley that does 
not have a community watershed group looking 
after it. We think formation of a watershed group 
would compliment LLTU’s efforts to preserve, 
protect and restore our watershed. WCLV is a 
coalition of about 10 existing watershed groups 
throughout Lehigh and Northampton County. We 
are planning for a riparian buffer planting event as 
well as a stream cleanup this fall, COVID permit-
ting. Our TIC projects are to be determined for 
2020-2021 school year. We planned to apply for 
a Keystone 10M Trees Partnership grant and a 
TreePennsylvania Fall 2020 Bare Root Tree grant.

__________________________________
Perkiomen Valley #332

Thomas W. Smith
215-513-9709, twsmith623@comcast.net 

www.pvtu.org

The chapter engaged the services of a stream 
design firm to utilize in our stream restoration 
projects moving forward. Our annual stocking 
at the fly fishing only area of Perkiomen Creek 
was canceled due to the closure of the park. We 
developed a presentation for local businesses and 
community leaders in order to inform them of 
activities we’re engaged in, with an emphasis on 
stream restoration and its benefits. The ultimate 
goal is to secure their financial support. On our 

Hosensack Creek project, we performed a final 
pre-construction site meeting on the stream prior 
to actual work, which is scheduled to be per-
formed in September. For our Perkiomen Creek/
Camelot Park project, we did a final assessment of 
the stream with our new designer, who then final-
ized our design and a materials list which we are 
now utilizing to secure labor and materials costs. 
These will be used to apply for funding grants. 
Our intent is for actual construction to occur in 
October 2021. Our six TIC programs released 
their trout in March.

__________________________________
SE Montgomery County Chapter #468

Richard Terry
215-675-1536, rtroadrash@msn.com

www.tu468.org

All activity has been placed on hold and our 
annual banquet was canceled for this year. Due 
to the closing of the schools this spring, several 
of the TIC fish were acquired and resulted in an 
early release without the kids

__________________________________
Tulpehocken Chapter #150

Brenda Bittinger
610-704-4676, b.bittinger@gmail.com  

www.tullytu.org

The chapter is working on the Papermill Dam 
removal in conjunction with American Rivers. 
We are actively gathering communication to send 
out about how to identify stream pollution and 
who to call/report. We are using a Forever Wild 
Grant for educational signs. We are holding at 
TIC drawing contest in September, which will be 
online for students throughout Berks County who 
are participating in TIC programs.

__________________________________
Valley Forge Chapter #290

Pete Hughes
610-827-9239, phtrout@comcast.net

www.valleyforgetu.org

VFTU held its main raffle on July 4, a raffle 
that is usually part of the chapter’s annual Trout 
Show which was canceled this year. A second 
data logger was installed on Valley Creek. The 
data loggers are from the Stroud Water Research 
Center and they will be used monitor conditions – 
temp, flow volume, conductivity, etc., above and 
below a large tract of land proposed for develop-
ment. We have a dedicated team of volunteers who 
are taking care of the data loggers and providing 
maintenance as needed. Separately, we installed 
two temperature loggers on springs feeding into 
West Valley Creek where we have planted trout 
eggs and plan to repeat this effort. VFTU also has 
four temperature monitors in the headwaters of 
Pickering Creek where we also have egg planting 
activities. VFTU has been maintaining two rain 
gardens located in a heavily used township park. 
While the rain gardens are working to handle 
storm runoff as designed, there is a regular need 

to maintain plant life in the gardens, particularly 
to rid them of invasive species. Our annual Fly 
Fishing School scheduled for this spring was 
canceled, though most of the registrants rolled 
their enrollment to 2021. This gives us a big head 
start in filling the school next year. Our PHWFF 
program at Coatesville VA Hospital has been 
put on hold, though volunteers are still putting 
together care packages of snack foods and com-
municating with the participants. The Royersford 
program continues to hold online tying sessions 
for the participants that have worked out quite 
well. The Royersford program has even had 
guest tyers from Montana lead the instructions. 
BFTU recently completed a member survey that 
had a high participation rate. The chapter has a 
new TIC participating school, bring the number 
to 15. The new participant is a high school with 
a well-earned strong reputation in the sciences. 
VFTU has several grant applications pending and 
is researching additional granting organizations 
as well as looking at additional partners for grant 
applications.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Russ Collins
1167 S. Forge Rd.
Palmyra, PA 17078
Email: russthepres@dftu.org
Phone: 717-580-3958

Adams County Chapter #323
Hank Rajotte

717-408-8747, hank.rajotte@gmail.com
www.adamscountytu.org

The chapter held a membership meeting via 
teleconference on May 19 and a Zoom meeting 
on June 16. Our family-orientated fundraiser for 
March was canceled. We had received numer-
ous donations in anticipation of the event. But, 
because the fundraiser was canceled we voted 
to donate all of the food store and restaurant gift 
cards to local needy families through the Adams 
County Head Start program. Donations to be 
used as matching funds for the purchase of 60 
acres containing a half-mile of Conewago Creek 
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have exceeded $16,000. PFBC has approved 
$84,000 toward the purchase. The balance will 
come from a grant from DCNR and funds from 
the Land Conservancy of Adams County. On July 
11, 18 people participated in a work day on the 
Conewago in Adams County. Three members of 
the Northern Virginia TU joined in the work. We 
cleared weeds, brush and tree falls from the stream 
accesses, did a complete rebuild of a mudsill, 
repairs to another, and stoned the inlet and outlet 
of a culvert. Release of our TIC program fish by 
students was canceled, however, with the help of 
teachers, ACTU members, and others all finger-
lings were released in appropriate waters. A grant 
application for $12,000 has been submitted to the 
South Mountain Mini-Grant program. Our Zoom 
meeting on June 16 featured Julie Carraghan as a 
guest speaker. She is PFBC’s legislative liaison, 
and she updated the chapter on what was going 
on in the state legislature wand what affects TU 
and fishing and boating in PA.

__________________________________
Codorus Chapter #558

Tom Feninez
717-817-8446, tom@codorustu.org

www.codorustu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Cumberland Valley Chapter #052
John Leonard

717-512-4620, johnleonard222@gmail.com
www.pacvtu.org

Our Limestoner Fundraiser and Conservation 
Banquet is set for Oct. 3, tentatively. We have 
discussed maybe having an online auction if the 
Limestoner is canceled. We are still working on 
our LeTort restoration plan. We have applied for 
an Embrace-A-Stream grant for Phase IV of the 
Yellow Breeches “Wittlinger” restoration project. 
COVID-19 forced the cancelation of Reel Recov-
ery, Rivers Camp and Street to Streams. We held 
a membership meeting on Facebook Live with 
National TU’s Rob Shane as our presenter.

__________________________________
Doc Fritchey Chapter #108

Russ Collins
717-580-3958, russthepres@dftu.org 

www.dftu.org

Our fundraiser, which had been rescheduled 
for June, was postponed until October, but has 
subsequently been canceled. In August we offered 
a raffle for a guided fishing trip, and later in the 
fall we will be conducting an online auction. We 
are waiting to hear on a number of grants that have 
been applied for over the last few months. Our TIC 
projects are on hold for the moment. 

__________________________________
Donegal Chapter #037

Tom Hall
717-898-8664, phallcat@comcast.net

www.donegaltu.org

Our fundraiser that was rescheduled for June 7 
had to be postponed again until Oct. 18 and is still 
tentative. The chapter is looking at some possible 
work on Shearer’s Run, north of Manheim and 
perhaps on a Donegal Creek FFO section close to 
Marietta. Something substantial could be coming 
in the Chiques Creek watershed which includes 
Donegal Creek. We are very early in the process, 
however. We were scheduled to participate in an 
abbreviated version of Lancaster Conservancy’s 
Water Week. August 9 was a self-guided tour of 
Climbers Run Nature Preserve with info stations. 
On Aug. 10 we were to take part in an event at 
Millport Conservancy on Lititz Run, which in-
cluded a presentation on native plants and shrubs. 
Our TIC programs are on hold at the moment. We 
were waiting to hear on a DCED grant for Upper 
Camp Andrews.

__________________________________
Falling Spring Chapter #234

Chris Rudyk
717-387-1246, chris.rudyk@imiproducts.net

No report.
__________________________________
Muddy Creek Chapter #575

Jimmy O’Connor
717-451-5200, jim.oconnor.001@gmail.com

www.muddycreektu.org

No report.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Dale Kotowski
304 Fordyce School Road
Waynesburg, PA 15370
Email: dalekotowski@icloud.com
Phone: 724-747-1513

Arrowhead Chapter #214
Bill Libengood

724-498-6632, libengood2000@yahoo.com 
www.arrowhead214tu.org

Arrowhead’s annual banquet for 2020 was can-
celed. The chapter was able to stock the DHALO 
on Buffalo Creek with a three-man crew in light 

of COVID-19 restrictions. The chapter is consid-
ering applying for an additional grant for future 
work on Huling Run. Initial TIC interaction with 
our seven schools has been halted. Upon request, 
Arrowhead TU normally assists various youth 
groups relative to both fishing initiatives and/or 
environmentally related activities. Chapter offi-
cers and members plan on meeting with the PATU 
President to discuss Chapter initiatives as well as 
to provide feedback relative to TU endeavors. 

__________________________________
Chestnut Ridge Chapter #670

Ben Moyer
724-329-3772, bcmoyer@verizon.net

www.chestnutridgetu.org

The chapter has tried to weather the pandemic 
by keeping its major stream restoration projects 
going, by frequent email exchanges among offi-
cers and board, and timely website postings. On 
June 12, following disease suppression guidelines, 
we placed 90 tons of alkaline limestone sand in 
the Glade Run headwaters. This completes our 
acid-mine-drainage treatment work in the Glade 
Run/Dunbar Creek basin until fall. We have also 
worked closely with the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy Watershed Office, local munici-
palities, PennDOT, and elected officials on road 
access issues, which, when resolved, will allow 
construction to begin on a $600,000 permanent 
AMD treatment facility on the Glade Run head-
waters. The chapter has also written advocacy 
letters on various state and national coldwater 
conservation issues, and submitted them to 
Senators Casey and Toomey, and Congressman 
Reschenthaler on the federal level, and Senator 
Stefano and Reps. Dowling and Warner on state 
issues. Some members upheld our long chapter 
tradition by participating in an “informal” and 
socially-distanced Beaver Creek fishing day at 
Beaver Creek Anglers near Ohiopyle. We wish 
to thank Beaver Creek Anglers for hosting this 
anticipated annual event over many years. On 
July 1, our chapter nursery committee removed 
the remaining brown trout from the cage-culture 
nursery in the Youghiogheny Reservoir tailrace 
and released them in the “middle” Youghiogheny 
River. We also learned that our rejuvenated web-
site (www.chestnutridgetu.org) and our newslet-
ter, “Tale of the Pool,” have been nominated for 
consideration in the PATU Best Website and Best 
Newsletter competitions. Members were asked to 
compile their volunteer hours and submit to the 
treasurer for preparation of the financial report. 

__________________________________
Forbes Trail Chapter #206

Larry Myers
724-454-9345, myersld@comcast.net

www.forbestrailtu.org

Because of the ramifications of the COVID-19 
virus, all remaining school programs supported 
by Forbes Trail were canceled for the spring 
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and summer. The chapter decided to not hold a 
fundraiser picnic this summer. A small group got 
together informally at a local park for a BYO 
dinner to socialize and conduct some business. 
We typically do not hold formal monthly meet-
ings during the summer. We will kick off our fall 
program with a monthly meeting on Sept. 2 at 
the Nimick Family Education Center in Ligonier. 
Members continue monthly water quality testing 
on Linn Run and one of its tributaries, Rock Run. 
Some sampling for gill lice has been conducted. 
Results will be incorporated into the future Cold-
water Conservation Plan we hope to complete 
for that watershed. FTTU was not selected for a 
Coldwater Conservation Planning Grant through 
the Coldwater Heritage Partnership to identify the 
stressors on wild brook trout in Linn Run and its 
tributaries in Westmoreland County. We will be 
applying elsewhere for funding. Our annual meet-
ing with election of officers and directors is Oct. 
7 at Nimick Family Education Center.

__________________________________

Fort Bedford Chapter #291
Rylan Schnably

814-310-3270, rschnably@bedfordcounty-
conservation.com

www.facebook.com/fortbedfordtu

No report.
__________________________________

John Kennedy Chapter #045
Jerry Green

814-934-7046, jgreen51@embarqmail.com
www.tu.org/connect/groups/045-john-kennedy

No report.
__________________________________

Ken Sink Chapter #053
Keith Ewing

724-840-3145, goirish50@gmail.com
http://kstupa.blogspot.com

A KSTU blog site at http://kstupa.blogspot.com 
has been developed and maintained by our secre-
tary. The chapter conducted a macroinvertebrate 
survey on Little Mahoning Creek on May 12. Due 
to COVID-19 issues the KSTU annual fundraiser 
banquet has been canceled until the spring of 
2021. The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 
is funding repairs to upgrade the public canoe 
access site on Little Mahoning Creek. Work is in 
progress to work out details with landowner, per-
mit application, and contractor selection. KSTU 
is providing project support and will be named as 
access site sponsors. We continue to participate 
and attend monthly meetings held by the PA 
Senior Environmental Corp of Indiana County.

__________________________________
Mountain Laurel Chapter #040

Randy Buchanan
814-467-4034, prbfish4fun@aol.com

www.mltu.org

The chapter’s annual fundraising banquet has 
been canceled for the year. Planning has begun 
for the 2021 banquet. Stream restoration projects 
have been postponed for the time being with most 
rescheduled for 2021. TIC fish were released by 
instructors due to school closures.

__________________________________
Penn’s Woods West Chapter #042

Charles Buffington
412-388-1666, buffingtoncw@gmail.com

www.pwwtu.org

The board is meeting by phone conference. 
Formal policies on youth protection, travel reim-
bursement, funding requests and a code of ethics 
were adopted. Other discussion included a board 
retreat (postponed) and banquet (postponed). We 
have decided to have virtual chapter meetings un-
til the COVID-19 threat has passed. We sponsored 
a stream cleanup contest in which individuals or 
families were challenged to pick a local stream 
and see how much trash they could collect. Our 
Women’s Initiative and Diversity group has held 
virtual fly tying happy hours. Our TIC teacher 
raised his trout and released them, and filmed the 
events and the videos were sent to the children in 
his class. We had funded a Youth for the Rivers 
Conservation Camp that has now been delayed 
to 2021. Virtual fly tying and happy hour events 
continue. Our next virtual chapter meeting is Sept. 
14, and the 2021 Cabin Fever event is Feb. 21, 
2021. See www.pwwtu.org for details.
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