
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlim-
ited will present its annual awards during 
the fall meeting on Saturday, Sept. 18 at 
The Hall at Kinton’s Knob, 6441 Lincoln 
Hwy, Bedford, PA 15522.

Nominations are due by July 31.
An online nomination form is available 

on the PATU website at https://patrout.org/
index.php/patu-awards-nominations.

There is a huge amount of extraordinary 
work being accomplished by PATU chap-
ters, as well as many individuals, and that 
work should be recognized.

You might have noticed lately that a new 
PATU logo has started to appear on various 
Council media.

Graphic designer Brenda Bittinger, who 
also serves as our Southeast Regional 
VP, was responsible for working with 
National TU design personnel to develop 
the new image in keeping with the style of 

By Tyler Frantz
Doc Fritchey TU

Late May through early June will offer 
unique fishing opportunities in southcen-
tral and eastern Pennsylvania this year, as 
Brood X Periodical Cicadas emerge from 
their 17-year layover since last taking the 
state by storm – all the way back in 2004.

While I didn’t fish the emergence that 
year (I was busy finishing up my first 
spring in college), I was fortunate to sling 
some line during the similar Brood II emer-

gence in 2013 – and it provided some of the 
most exciting fly-fishing action of my life. 

On that specific occasion, fellow outdoor 
writer John Allen and I pedaled moun-
tain bikes along an old gravel path that 
once carried rail cars from Dauphin to 
Schuylkill County. In a different era, rough 
and tumble miners and touring travelers 
boarded the Schuylkill and Susquehanna 
Railroads there, headed to remote destina-
tions along Stony Valley.

On this day, however, we joined the 
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The Brood X Periodical Cicadas emergence from their 17-year hibernation this 
spring will provide a unique fly-fishing experience.

See LOGO, page 3See CICADAS, page 7

17-year cicada hatch provides 
unique fly-fishing experience

See AWARDS, page 9
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EXCOM actions taken since Jan. 10, 2021
Actions taken by EXCOM email votes 

since Jan. 10, 2021:
January 25: Approved Council partner-

ing with the Strickler Insurance Agency 
who will donate $10 to Council for each 
insurance quote requested by a TU member 
through April 30.

January 29: Approved Council signing 
on to a letter to the PA Senate Community, 
Economic and Recreational Development 
Committee regarding legislation that Sena-
tor Joe Pittman will be introducing to legal-
ize online raffles of charities for the dura-
tion of the pandemic state of emergency. 

February 8: Approved Council send-
ing a letter to the PA Dept. of Environ-
mental Protection in support of the draft 
evaluation report for the Middle Lehigh 
tributaries. 

February 17: Approved application 
for a Get Outdoors PA grant from the PA 
Recreation & Park Society to supplement 
PFBC R3 Education Grant funds for pur-
chase of fishing rods for PA STREAM 
Girls Program (taken by voice vote).

February 19: Approved Council send-
ing letter to SRBC commenting on the 

SRBC Draft Comprehensive Plan for the 
Management of Water Resources of the 
Susquehanna River Basin.

February 19: Approved Council sign-
ing on to two letters from the Choose 
Clean Water Coalition in support of annual 
requests to Congress for funding through 
a number of agency programs that provide 
for restoration of the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed

March 25: Approved the adoption of 
FY2022 budget as presented by Russ 
Thrall and Bob Volkmar at the EXCOM 
meeting via teleconference on March 22.

March 25: Approved Council sending 
letter to PA Fish & Boat Commission in 
support of the additions and changes in 
Wild Trout and Class A listings as proposed 
for adoption at PFBC’s quarterly meeting 
in April.

April 9: Approved Council sending let-
ter in support of the Stroud Water Research 
Center’s grant proposal, “Hidden Gems 
of the Delaware and Susquehanna River 
Basins: Growing Accessibility to Boating 
and Angling Education.”

Emily Baldauff is the new Mid-Atlantic 
Organizer for Trout Unlimited. She is a 
native of northeastern Pennsylvania and 
is based from a home office in Throop, Pa.

Emily has worked extensively through-
out the state and Mid-Atlantic region in 
previous roles.

She holds a Bachelor of Science in En-
vironmental Resource Management from 
Keystone College, LaPlume, Pa. 

Baldauff is also currently the Susquehan-
na North Branch Water Trail Coordinator 
for Endless Mountains Heritage Region in 
Towanda, Pa. and an Adjunct Professor at 
Keystone College in LaPlume, Pa. teach-
ing Environmental Science and Environ-
mental Management & Policy.

Coldwater habitats throughout the 
Mid‐Atlantic are at risk due to pressures 
from development, energy production, 
and polluted runoff, among others. One of 

TU’s key focus areas 
in the Mid‐Atlantic 
is assuring that cold-
water streams receive 
the highest level of 
protection available.

In her new role, 
Emily will address 
these needs by help-

ing lead campaigns to protect important 
coldwater habitats.

She will also work with multiple stake-
holders – in particular TU volunteers and 
other hunters and anglers, to become ef-
fective conservation advocates, and find 
opportunities to mobilize and engage 
members with decision‐makers.

In addition, Emily will be assisting in 
monitoring, analyzing, and commenting 
on state‐level legislation and policy.

Reach her at Emily.Baldauff@tu.org.

Baldauff named Mid-Atlantic Organizer



the National TU logo introduced several 
years ago.

The logo is available in three versions: 
horizontal, stacked for vertical applica-
tions, and basic for creating specific ap-
plications such as letterheads.

Official PATU T-shirt design is 
now available for purchase

We are pleased to introduce an entirely 
new PATU T-shirt design, also created by 
Brenda Bittinger, which incorporates our 
new logo on the front with a stylized inter-
pretation of same on the back. The shirts 
are Gildan pre-shrunk 100% Ultra Cotton 
in an ash gray color and are available in 
the following adult sizes:

Size Body 
Length

Body 
Width

Sleeve 
Length

Small 28 18 15.6
Medium 29 20 17
Large 30 22 18.5
X-Large 31 24 20
2X-Large 32 26 21.5
3X-Large 33 28 22.8

 
Buy a new “Back the Brookie” license 

plate, support for PA’s Brook Trout
In collaboration with the Ned Smith 

Center for Nature and Art, we are now of-

fering a new plate design featuring artist 
Ned Smith’s “The Last Drake,” an original 
artwork depicting a brook trout airborne in 
pursuit of a Green Drake.

Proceeds from the sale of this decorative, 
non-registration front license plate will be 
utilized by PA Council to support projects 
dedicated to the conservation, protection 
and restoration of wild Brook Trout popu-
lations in PA.

These new PATU T-shirts and “Back the 
Brookie” plates can be ordered online at 
ww.patrout.org/merchandise using Pay-
Pal, or by downloading, printing out the 
merchandise form, and sending with your 
check payable to PA Trout, 2319 Valley 
Road, Harrisburg, PA 17104.
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LOGO
from page 1

Contributed Photos

Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited is selling new Back the Brookie license 
plates and freshly-designed PATU T-shirts. Check out the order form on page 11 for 
this and other merchandise being offered to support PATU and its programs.



Digital Edition Sponsors
The Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited would like to thank the businesses

on the next page for sponsoring the digital edition of PA Trout.

For information on how to become a sponsor of the digital edition or to advertise in the printed newsletter,
please contact Charlie Charlesworth, Tali MacArthur or Brad Isles.

Contact information is available on pages 2-3.

Digital edition sponsorship is $25 per issue for an approximately 3.5-inch by 3-inch ad that runs online only.

Print ad costs vary by size.



26 North Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

814-765-3582 | dan@jimssports.com
www.jimssports.com

Archery, Bicycling, Fly Fishing,
Printed and Embroidered Clothing

Jeffrey Ripple
206 Vanyo Road
Berlin, PA 15530

814-701-9703 | sales@ripplesotwater.com

Casting, Fly Tying and Fly Fishing Lessons
Guided Fishing Trips in the Laurel Highlands



Today is Good Friday, a day filled with 
memories from my Italian and Slovak 
heritage. It’s also a great day to reflect. 

Since the Easter ham is in the oven, the 
kielbasa is in the fridge (Kowalonek’s – 
Pennsylvania’s finest), and the eggs are 
dyed, it’s time to bring our members up to 
speed and ask for some help.

It’s been a very productive winter, 
despite three feet of snow and volatile 
temperatures and water levels. 

We saw over 100 members participate 
in our virtual trainings, which featured 
presentations on riparian buffers, advo-
cacy, erosion control, chop-and-drop, and 
updates on the 2021 fishing season. Kudos 
to our presenters, Tim Schaeffer at PFBC, 
and Rachel Kester and Russ Thrall for 
making it all happen. I think these virtual 
trainings may be a permanent conservation 
tool for PATU.

Next, we recently adopted our FY 2022 
budget. The two biggest highlights are 
funding for social media development and 
an increase in funding for our Forever Wild 
grant program, which gives PATU dollars 
back to our chapters for local conserva-
tion work.

EXCOM is also finalizing the first draft 
of its new strategic plan. We hope to 
tighten it up and submit it to you for com-
ment in July. The plan is to then synthesize 
our members’ comments so the Board can 
unveil the final plan at our annual meeting 
in September (HINT: It’s the most ambi-
tious plan we’ve ever attempted).

I also attended thirteen chapter meetings 
in 2021. At present, I have met (personally 
or virtually) with 43 of our 49 chapters. I 
plan to meet in-person with the remaining 
chapters (Caldwell Creek, Cornplanter, Oil 
Creek, Iron Furnace, Allegheny Mountain 
and RB Winter) in May when I embark 
upon the Great PATU Northwest Passage. 

I started this effort in October 2018 and 
will complete the journey one year early 
on May 21, which also happens to be the 
day before my 17th wedding anniversary. 
I haven’t used this column enough to thank 
my wonderful wife, Mary Kay, and my two 

daughters, Maura (13) and Hailey (11), for 
giving me the support (and a long enough 
leash) to make this dream a reality. 

A few years back, someone asked me 
why I wanted to meet with all 49 chapters. 
I thought for a moment, then harkened 
back to that line from Jerry Reed’s hit East 
Bound and Down: “We gonna’ do what 
they say can’t be done.” While I understand 
that meeting with all 49 chapters may not 
seem as epic as trucking Coors east of the 
Mississippi, it has been so much more ful-
filling personally and has defined my three 
years as president. I have never had more 
confidence in our volunteers and chapters.

Based on the current pace of vaccina-
tions, we are set to hold an in-person 
annual meeting on Saturday, Sept. 18 in 
Bedford PA. The Fort Bedford TU Chapter 
will give a presentation on its very ambi-
tious Embrace A Stream project and you 
can see the great conservation work done 
by one of PA’s smallest TU Chapters.

Before I close out this column, I need 
a favor.

The last year has shown the importance 
of a comprehensive social media presence.

During the toughest periods of the pan-
demic, websites like Midcurrent News, 
podcasts like the Orvis Guide to Flyfish-
ing, and YouTube stations like Allegheny 
Native were like a daily Christmas present 
of conservation and angling content. I’ll 
give a plug to my new favorite, “Bent: 
The MeatEater Fishing Podcast.” One of 
its hosts, Joe Cermele, lives just outside of 
Philly and has skillfully woven conserva-

tion reporting and raw humor into a perfect 
angler’s stew. The show is a Friday com-
mute staple and I have to find a way to get 
this guy to a PATU meeting.

Enough about my newsfeed, but it 
begs the question…Why can’t PATU 
generate and circulate similar content? 
Well, I intend to use my remaining time 
as president to find out. I am committed 
to making PATU and the work of our 49 
chapters more visible and accessible to our 
members and a broader public audience. 

Remember that favor I referenced above, 
well here it is: HELP PATU TELL YOUR 
STORY. Let us know about your chap-
ter’s successes, failures and plans for the 
future. We are One TU and we at PATU 
want to begin compiling conservation and 
angling material into one comprehensive 
marketplace.

I also challenge you to develop ideas for 
the types and format of content you would 
like to see from PATU. 

This summer, I plan to appoint a Social 
Media Outreach Committee. If you, or 
someone in your chapter, has interest or 
background in social media production, 
give me a call and let’s share some ideas. 
This effort is at square one, that magical 
location where there are no bad ideas and 
everything is on the table. Get involved.

Got to run. Tomorrow is the opening day 
and I need to punch out some Glo Bugs and 
Sucker Spawn before bed. 

Be safe, mash them barbs, and thanks 
for all you do for PATU. 

Ciao.

4  PA TROUT ... Spring 2021 www.patrout.org

Headwaters
A message from PATU President 

Greg Malaska
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Treasurer’s Report
by PATU Treasurer

Russell Thrall

Chapter Donations 
Thank you to all chapters that 

donated to State Council in support of 
the Trout Unlimited mission over the 
past six months.
Exceptional Value $1,000 or more 

• Cumberland Valley
• Valley Forge

High Quality $500 to $999
• Allegheny Mountain
• Neshannock

Brook Trout $250 to $499
• Adam’s County
• Donegal
• Oil Creek

Wild Trout $100 to $249

• Hokendauqua

In Memoriam 
• In memory of Thomas Walsh
• In memory of Mark Strzelecki
• In memory of Walter Zinno

As I write this, the deadline for filing the 
new Annual Activity Report (AAR) with 
Trout Unlimited has just passed.

I want to thank all the volunteer leaders 
who stepped up and got their report filed 
online by the deadline. Again, as is com-
mon in recent years, all of the chapters in 
Pennsylvania have met the deadline for 
submitting this crucial report to TU Na-
tional. While there were a few stragglers 
who didn’t get their report in until the May 
15 deadline, most chapters were done at 
least several days in advance.

The reports were simplified this year to 
focus on our core activities, compared to 
the more traditional IRS-style format of 
recent years that was part of the Annual 
Financial Report. 

Trout Unlimited needs to be able to re-
port every dollar of expense and revenue 

its chapters have donated to the mission 
of preserving, protecting and restoring 
America’s coldwater streams and their wa-
tersheds. This financial knowledge directly 
impacts TU ability to get federal, state and 
local grants as well as private donor funds.

Again, thank you to all the treasurers and 
other chapter leaders who got their AAR 
filed on time!

Chapter treasurers and officers should 
also keep in mind the end of the fiscal year 
IRS reporting requirements. 

For chapters and councils that report less 
than $50,000 in annual revenue on their 
Annual Activity Report, TU’s national 
accounting firm will file your Form 990N 
with the IRS before the August 15 deadline 
on your behalf. If your chapter or council 
has greater than $50,000 in revenue, you 
must file your own 990EZ or full 990.

Shenango River named PA 2021 
River of the Year in public voting

Winding through Northwestern Penn-
sylvania, connecting Pymatuning and 
Shenango lakes with the Beaver River 
via 82 miles of scenic, peaceful river, the 
Shenango River has been voted the state’s 
2021 River of the Year.

The public was invited to vote online, 
choosing from among five waterways 

nominated across the state. Results were 
announced jointly today by the Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR) and the Pennsylvania Organiza-
tion for Waterways and Rivers (POWR).

Other waterways nominated were the 
Buffalo Creek, Lehigh River, Loyalhanna 
Creek and Tunkhannock Creek.

“The River of the Year selection does 
much more than focus on attributes of the 
most deserving Shenango, it recognizes the 
Shenango River Watchers and other sup-
porters who rallied behind it,” said DCNR 

Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn.
A total of 16,494 votes were cast, with 

the Shenango River receiving 5,436; Buf-
falo Creek, 3,079; Lehigh River, 5,287; 
Loyalhanna Creek, 1,703; and Tunkhan-
nock Creek, 989.

DCNR and POWR will work with the  
Shenango River Watchers to create a free  
poster celebrating the Shenango River 
as the River of the Year. Shenango River 
Watchers will receive a $10,000 Leader-
ship Grant to help fund a slate of year-long 
2021 River of the Year activities.

In Brief
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Start and secure the thread. Create a small 
thread ball to help split the tails. Tie in the 
micro-fibbets and wrap back toward eye. Trim 
the excess butts.
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THE SUPER SIMPLE SULPHUR DUN  
Stock up on these quick and effective mayfly patterns to fool those finicky trout!
Fly Design / Highlights

• Incorporates highly available materials
• Great fly for visibility on the water
• Easily adaptable for a variety of mayflies 
• Simple to tie up a bunch for your box

Background
I gravitate toward tying patterns that aren’t too complicated and that utilize easily 

found materials. This fly fits that bill for sure. The hi-vis antron fiber material really 
is easy to see as it sparkles on the surface of the water. In fact, I like to incorporate a 
little bit of this antron into a lot of my flies for visibility. The turkey biot provides a 
nice, segmented look to the fly. And the pattern is easily adaptable to other mayflies 
by switching up material colors. I even tie these up using a simple and sleek thread 
body of thread. Tie up some super simple sulphur duns today for your fly boxes. I 
hope they help you land some fish!

About the Fly Pattern Designer
This fly design is really based on lots of patterns I have seen and absorbed 

throughout my 37 years of fly fishing and tying. Therefore, I can’t take any credit 
for the design. But, like many tiers, I’ve accumulated lots of materials over the years 
and love to experiment with what I have on the tying desk. This is one of those ex-
periments. I enjoy sharing this journey of tying with others and I hope you find these 
articles helpful — and inspiring.

Materials 
• Thread: Sulphur/Orange 6/0 or 8/0
• Body: Turkey Biot
• Tail: Micro-fibbets
• Wing: High-Vis Antron Fiber
• Hackle: White/Cream
• Hook: Standard Dry Fly
Note: Try experimenting with other 
materials, colors and hook sizes to create 
your own versions. More importantly, don’t 
dwell on having the exact materials and 
have fun tying!

Fly Patterns of Pennsylvania
by Nick Cobler

Again, wrap back to the end of the body and 
tie in a single turkey biot by its tip. The tips 
are fairly brittle, so be sure to secure well 
with tying thread.

Grab the turkey biot with hackle pliers and 
carefully wrap back towards the eye once 
more. Tie off the turkey biot with a few wraps 
of thread and trim the excess.

Tie in some hi-vis antron fibers to the top of 
the hook for wings. Use figure eight wraps to 
help divide them. Stand up the wings with a 
thread dam in front.

Move the thread to behind the wings and 
tie in appropriately sized hackle. Move the 
thread forward in front of the wings. Make a 
few wraps of hackle behind and in front. Tie 
off securely.

Whip finish the fly and trim any unruly hackle 
barbs. Pull both antron wings back and 
trim to the desired length. Apply some head 
cement and tie up another!
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ranks of several other bike-borne, rod-
toting adventurers on a unique quest of 
our own. The objective was to target the 
shaded waters of Stony Creek, where a rare 
cicada presence kept hungry trout rising 
and asking for more. 

The planning stages of our expedition 
began weeks in advance, when reports first 
surfaced of an anticipated emergence of 
Brood II cicadas from the refuge of their 
underground lairs. As nature-goers began 
confirming their presence in neighboring 
ridges and valleys, we scrambled to tie up 
cicada look-alike patterns, carefully copy-
ing the insects’ physical characteristics 
from photos posted online. 

After a few hours at the tying vice, and 
a bit of hands-on field research, we were 
confident that our fly imitations compared 
well enough to the real thing. All we had to 
do from there was coordinate our schedules 
and time things just right to match the peak 
of the cicada season, when these succulent 
morsels drop wearily to the water, spark-
ing an opportunistic feeding frenzy from 
enthusiastic trout below. 

For our special angling rendezvous, we 
selected a mid-week date in late June, and 
arrived with great anticipation that the fish-
ing action would prove all we hoped it to 
be. In an attempt to beat the heat and the 
crowds, we set out early and biked further 
than most, with gear strapped to our backs 
and nothing but the open trail before us. 

We trusted that our extra effort would 
pay off with a generous stretch of shimmer-
ing stream, occupied by nothing more than 
scores of falling cicadas and a few dozen 
greedy and ravenous trout, just waiting to 
be caught. 

Our optimism grew with each passing 
mile, as a ringing cadence of cicadas 
echoed through the treetops like fire sirens, 
and remnants of once-living carcasses ee-
rily crunched beneath our bike tires. 

Once John and I were convinced we had 
traveled far beyond the beaten path, and 
the volume of overhead “cicada song” had 
eclipsed near record-breaking decibels, we 
elected to pull off the trail, stash our bikes 
and rig up our lines. 

While tying the largest fly I had ever 

used to an unusually short and stout leader, 
I couldn’t help but feel a slight trace of 
child-like giddiness, and I grew increas-
ingly anxious to see if my hand-made 
creations were actually going to work. 

The excitement intensified as we ap-
proached the stream, noting several obvi-
ous rises from a multitude of feeding trout. 
The fish were clearly eating the protein-
rich cicadas, but it would require some 
convincing for them to take our offering 
of synthetic imposters. 

After several encouraging rises and 
nose-to-fly inspections in the slow-moving 
pool where we initially presented our flies, 
we found that our patterns looked good 
enough to draw attention, but for some rea-
son couldn’t completely close the deal. So, 
we did what any self-respecting fly angler 
would do, and we headed for faster water.

Our rationale was that the finicky fish 
in slow, deep-water pools had more time 
to closely evaluate our quality of crafts-
manship; whereas fish holding in rapidly 
flowing runs would be forced to make a 
split-second decision to either take the 
passing fly or miss out on a tasty opportu-
nity. Simply put, we figured our odds were 
better where the trout had less time to think 
things through. 

This theory quickly proved itself true, 
when John carefully worked a section of 
knee-deep rapids. As his line dead-drifted 
downstream to the end of its swing, he 
skittered his fly across the water’s surface, 
prompting a gorgeous brown trout to rise 
and hammer his fly. 

Not long after this, I enticed a pretty little 

gold-flanked brownie to bite while using 
the same exact strategy just a short distance 
upstream. It is incredible to witness the fish 
gorging themselves on such large-bodied 
terrestrials, but it’s even more incredible 
when the insect they take is one you per-
sonally built on the home tying vice. 

Fishing for several hours, John and I 
missed many more trout than we landed. 
However, we both successfully caught 
and released four browns and one brook 
trout apiece, totaling 10 fish between the 
two of us. Each trout had a sagging belly 
full of cicadas. 

Despite a close encounter with a three-
and-a-half-foot rattlesnake, and a flat tire 
giving John a bumpy final two-mile ride 
back to the truck, we had a wonderful time 
fishing this stellar cicada emergence that 
doesn’t come around very often. 

Wading cold, clear trout waters cre-
ates a memorable experience anytime, 
but when a one-in-17-year opportunity 
presents itself, the memories made there 
simply become priceless. One can easily 
guess what I’ll be doing when the Brood 
X cicadas emerge and offer another unique 
window of opportunity for both trout and 
the anglers that pursue them in the Key-
stone State. Perhaps I’ll see you out there! 

Frantz is a past president of the Penn-
sylvania Outdoor Writers Association 
and a member of Doc Fritchey Chapter 
Trout Unlimited. His weekly blog cover-
ing everything outdoors can be accessed 
by visiting www.naturalpursuitoutdoors.
blogspot.com. 

CICADAS
from page 1

Tyler Frantz Photo

After a few hours at the tying vice, and a bit of hands-on field research, the author 
was confident that his cicada fly imitations compared well enough to the real thing.



PA Council of 
Trout Unlimited
Minutes of the April 11, 2021
Executive Committee Meeting

Zoom Teleconference

Officers Attending: Greg Malaska, 
Lenny Lichvar, Russ Thrall, Erick Lewis, 
Brian Wagner, Charlie Charlesworth, Kelly 
Williams, Bob Volkmar.

Others Attending: Rachel Kester, Jen-
nifer Orr-Greene, E. Baldauff, Judi Sittler.

The meeting was called to order at 9:02 
a.m. by President Malaska. Minutes from 
the Jan. 10, 2021 EXCOM meeting were 
approved as submitted.

President’s Report: Submitted by 
Malaska – no questions.

Treasurer’s Report: Submitted by 
Thrall. $207K income. $221K expenses. 
Report approved.

Secretary Duties: Bob Pennell resign-
ing his duties as of this meeting, transfer-
ring duties to E. Lewis.

DCNR Grant Resolution: R. Kester 
explained the grant. Application approved.

Tim Schaffer, PFBC: PFBC Director 
Schaffer was a guest and discussed the 
April 12 Commission meeting. Reach out 
to R. Kester for help coordinating presen-
tations at chapter meetings. WCO class 
recruitment is wrapping up, expect all open 
positions to be filled by 4/2022. TIC did 
well despite COVID. Approximately 400 
schools participated. Good response to con-
solidation of opening days. Good response 
to outdoor remote programming over the 
winter. New license system, good feedback 
from guides, system worked well with high 
volume. Legislation: Phenomenal session 
last year. Therapeutic Recreation Bill – free 
licenses to participants, please express 
your support; Boating – duration of boat 
registration ends on March 31, Senate Bill 
403 will synch. to CY. Penalties for exotics 
and movement of invasives is underway. 
If boating, wear your life jacket, remind 
friends and family, Commission would like 
to work with TU on a safe boating initia-
tive, also interested in working with local 
officials on creation of canoe / kayak public 
launch areas. L. Lichvar and D. Rothrock 
had virtual meetings in 2020 with Com-

mission staff, would 
like to restart. 

Financial Reviewer 
Report: No issues.

Regional VP Re-
ports: For RVPs, if 
two consecutive re-
ports missing, please 
call them and/or send 
to G. Malaska for 
follow-up. Discussed 
narrative instead of a 
bulleted list of actions 
for chapter reports.  
Add report policy / 
format to next agenda.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Awards Committee: B. Boyd needs 

feedback for going online for awards sub-
missions. R. Thrall to reach out B. Boyd 
RE: Survey Monkey utilization.

Development Committee: Next meet-
ing to be scheduled for new committee. R. 
Collins and R. Thrall to report back.

Trout Policy Committee Report: D. 
Rothrock and L. Lichvar will meet after 
Commission meeting on April 12, 2021.

Conservation Committee Report: B. 
Volkmar – Aquatic Organism Passage 
culvert study is moving along; Volkmar is 
leaving PA this year. Regional VP replace-
ment is Gary Parzanese, target departure 
of July/August.

Women/Diversity/Inclusion Commit-
tee Report: K. Williams report submitted. 
Discussed R3 grants.

Youth Education Committee Report: 
J. Sittler and C. Charlesworth – Philadel-
phia Parks & Recreation may be a good 
partner. Discussed prioritizing TU youth 
programs. C. Charlesworth – College up-
dates: A majority are still virtual, expect 
better response in fall when in person 
classes resume, Collegiate Fly Fishing 
Championship was canceled.

Membership Committee Report: We 
continue to grow, 84 member increase 
from October 2020 to  March 2021. Total 
membership is 15,307.

VSP Committee Report: Need some-
one to run this program. Please contact 
Greg M. with any nominations.

OLD BUSINESS
Advocacy Report: Given by J. Orr-

Greene and E. Baldauff.

Nicholas Meats/
Fishing Creek: J. Orr-
Greene – Discussed 
process and recent 
issues RE: Nicholas 
Meats plan for animal 
waste from their pro-
cess. J. Orr-Greene 
to investigate review 
possibility.

New Mid-Atlantic 
Organizer for TU: 
Emily Baldauff gave 
a brief introduction. 
Legislation in PA dis-
cussed; Federal legis-

lation discussed; Eastern PA Coalition for 
Abandoned Mine Reclamation updates; 
SRBC Plan updates.

Merchandise sales: Quarterly report 
showed over $3,600 in sales; Back the 
Brookie license plate image under review, 
finalizing details on new T-shirts.

Forever Wild: R. Kester – $15K bud-
geted, we need to increase awareness.

Future of Western Pocono Chapter: 
Brief discussion.

Regional Trainings: Feedback – Re-
quests for recorded sessions, woody cover 
and riparian buffers.  

Strategic Plan Update: Next Board 
meeting is in July – B. Mathie, M. Murty, 
R. Thrall first DRAFT this month, review 
at July meeting and revise for fall meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
EITC Promotion: We have been ap-

proved to this status and can begin seeking 
donors. B. Mathie, Malaska, Thrall and 
Kester to discuss how to best utilize. 

BHA Cooperative Media Outreach: 
Kester – Discussed marketing outreach 
via virtual presentations targeted to attract 
new anglers, rolling out prior to Fish for 
Free Day in PA.

Social Media Contractor: Malaska – 
$3K budgeted for this – we need to discuss 
role and RFP; looking for 5-10 hours per 
week work; decision needed.

Annual Meeting: R. Thrall to inves-
tigate facility availability for in-person 
meeting.

PFBC Safe Boating Week Promotion: 
G. Malaska will reach out for clarification 
on TU involvement.
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...Continued from previous page

If you are aware of a group, chapter or 
individual you feel is worthy of a nomina-
tion, please consider filling out a nomina-
tion form.

Forms may be emailed to Rachel Kes-
ter at c-rkester@pa.gov or mailed to her 
at PATU P.O. Box 5148, Bellefonte, PA 
16823 Please note: nominations for Best 
Newsletter and Best Chapter website (de-
scribed below) should be sent to Brad Isles 
at bisles@live.com.

Below is a brief description of each 
award with eligibility criteria when ap-
plicable:
•	Chapter with greatest member-

ship increase – Nominations not 
accepted; Recipient determined based 
on data collected from National TU.

•	Chapter with greatest percent-
age increase in membership – 
Nominations not accepted; Recipient 
determined based on data collected 
from National TU 

•	Edward Urbas Award for Best PA 
Chapter – This award is given to 
the chapter that best exemplifies the 
work of TU, including involvement 
in conservation efforts, community ac-
tivities, outreach, youth activities, etc.

•	Best Small Chapter Award – The 
same criteria used in the Edward Ur-
bas Award will applied to this award, 
but it is limited to chapters with 150 
or fewer members.

•	Best Chapter Project – This award 

recognizes an exceptional initiative, 
project, or effort on the part of a TU 
chapter which demonstrates efficient 
use of resources and which utilizes 
effective partnerships with other or-
ganizations such as government agen-
cies, other non-profits, schools, etc., 
and which had a notable impact on 
the community and/or environment.,

•	Doc Fritchey Award for Outstand-
ing Coldwater Conservationist, TU 
Member – This award recognizes 
a TU member with a history of ex-
emplifying PATU’s core values and 
mission- conserving, protecting, and 
restoring PA’s coldwater fisheries and 
watersheds – and who demonstrates a 
commitment to volunteerism.

•	Outstanding Coldwater Conserva-
tionist, Professional – This award 
recognizes an individual, either from 
a governmental agency, private en-
terprise, or non-profit organization, 
who has made an exceptional effort 
to help fulfill the TU mission of con-
serving, protecting, restoring, and 
sustaining PA’s coldwater fisheries 
and watersheds.

•	Outstanding Volunteer – This award 
recognizes a person who, while not 
necessarily a member of TU or a con-
servationist professional, was particu-
larly helpful and who contributed time 
and effort to supporting a TU chapter 
or project. Their efforts on either a 
single project or on an ongoing basis 
can be considered and described in the 
nomination.

•	Best Chapter Website – Is your 

Chapter’s website particularly at-
tractive, clear, up-to-date and easy to 
navigate? If so, send nominations to 
Brad Isles at bisles@live.com.

•	 Samuel Slaymaker Award for Best 
Chapter Newsletter –  If your news-
letter includes information about your 
chapter’s activities that is current, 
well-presented and clear, and is visu-
ally attractive, your chapter may very 
well win this award. Send nomina-
tions, with a few copies of the newslet-
ter, to Brad Isles at PO Box 23, Grove 
City, PA 16127. A digital copy can also 
be sent to Brad at bisles@live.com

•	Dr. Jack Beck Award for Outstand-
ing Youth Outreach – This award 
recognizes an individual who has 
shown exceptional leadership and 
commitment to youth outreach, pro-
grams, and activities.

•	Ken Sink Award for Outstanding 
Service to PATU – This award is 
given to a person who contributes to 
PATU’s mission in a notable way. It 
is intended to recognize a person who 
has been involved for a significant pe-
riod of time and who has demonstrated 
steadfast dedication to coldwater con-
servation, protection, restoration, as 
well as volunteerism and leadership. It 
is not necessarily presented every year.

•	 Inky Moore Award for Outstanding 
Service to State Council – This award 
recognizes a person who through his 
or her recent efforts shows promise 
as a future leader of the organization.

AWARDS
from page 1

Americorps Employee: Discussed op-
portunity to get help from PA Mountain 
Service Corp., covers Centre County; 
motion to approve grant application; R. 
Kester to send application to K. Williams 
and B. Mathie prior to submission for a 
quick look.

Annual Financial Reports: Annual 
financial reports are due May 15, 2021.

Patriots Cove Event: B. Hughes re-

ported on project.
Comments on Hazleton City Authority 

Permit: PFBC submitted comments. J. 
Orr-Greene will connect with B. Hughes 
and E. Baldauff to make a recommendation 
to Council. 

Stroud WRC Grant Application-Letter 
Of Support: We did submit letter this 
week.

Statewide Events/Communications 
Coordinator: No report.

In-person Board Meeting at CROW: 

Discussed potential sites e.g. Spring Creek 
pavilion, The Feathered Hook B&B.

New Fund Raising Opportunities: Dis-
cussed training needs.

Female Recruitment Training: Upcom-
ing PFBC training is on these topics

Instream Project: Partnership with 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and 
PFBC. Shared list of all projects across 
the state.

Respectfully submitted,
Erick Lewis – Secretary
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Fill out a nomination form at https://patrout.org/index.php/patu-awards-nominations
or print and mail the form found on the next page.
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PATU Awards 2021 Nomination Form
Fill out, clip and except where otherwise indicated mail this nomination form to: Rachel Kester, P.O. Box 5148, Bellefonte, 

PA 16823. You may also download it from www.patrout.org and mail to the same address. Scanned submissions can 
be emailed to c-rkester@pa.gov. Call 814-359-5233 with questions. The deadline for nominations is July 31.

Nominator’s Name: _____________________________________Email: _____________________________________
Telephone Number(s):_______________________________________________
**Nominator will be notified once a decision has been made.

I would like to nominate ______________________________________________________ for the

Check one:

Reason for nomination (250 words or fewer):_______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________(Continue on a separate page if necessary.)

_______  Edward Urbas Best Chapter

_______  Best Chapter Project

_______  Best Small Chapter  (150 or fewer members)

_______  Dr. Jack Beck Award for Outstanding 
    Youth Outreach

_______  Ken Sink Memorial (not presented every year) 
     For an individual who has made long-term 
     significant contributions through their work 
     with state council

_______  Inky Moore Outstanding Contributions  to 
     PATU’s Conservation Mission

_______   Outstanding Coldwater Conservationist, TU 
      Member (Doc. Fritchey Award)

_______   Outstanding Coldwater 
     Conservationist, Professional

_______   Outstanding Volunteer 
     (Person who contributed time or effort in  
     helping a TU chapter or project, either one  
     time or ongoing; doesn’t need to be a mem- 

      ber or conservation professional)

_______   Samuel Slaymaker For Best Newsletter
     (Send copies of at least three recent issues or  
    email to Brad Isles at bisles@live.com)

________   Best Chapter Website (Contact Brad Isles at 
      bisles@live.com)



1.

Thank you for supporting the efforts of PATU in protecting, conserving, and restoring PA’s coldwater streams. Please 
allow 7 to 10 days to receive your order. Some items may ship sooner. For pictures and complete descriptions of these 
items please go to www.patrout.org/merchandise. If you have questions about the availability of any specific items, 
please feel free to contact Bob Pennell at rpennell37@comcast.net or 717-395-5124.

Merchandise Order Form

6% sales tax (where applicable) and shipping 
and handling costs are included in unit prices.

Mail this form, along with money order or 
check payable to “PA Trout” to:

PA Council of TU c/o Merchandise
2319 Valley Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17104

Or you can order directly online using a credit 
card at www.patrout.org/merchandise.

Ship to: 
Name: _______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________ Email ______________________________
** Phone and email are needed should PATU have questions regarding your order.

Item Description Price Qty. Total

1 New “Back the Brookie” License Plate $25.00

Brook Trout Dog Collar – LG/XL $14.00

Ballcap w/logo (circle)      Khaki       Camo       Green $17.50

2 Official PATU T-shirt (circle size)   S         M         L         XL $20.00

Official PATU T-shirt (circle size)   2XL $23.00

Official PATU T-shirt (circle size)   3XL $26.00

3 Medium Waterproof Fly Box (5.5”x3.75”x5/8”) $14.00

Custom-tied Leaders

   Dry Fly – 4X Tippet $6.00

   Dry Fly – 5X Tippet $6.00

   Dry Fly – 6X Tippet $6.00

   Wet Fly – 4X Tippet w/ 2 Droppers $6.00

   Wet Fly – 5X Tippet w/ 2 Droppers $6.00

“The Delaware River Story” Book $25.00

“History of Trout Unlimited in PA” Book $15.00

“Fly Fishing PA’s Spring Creek” Book $15.00

“Keystone Fly Fishing” Book $30.00

4 Traveler Fly Rod – 9’0, 5-wt., 7-piece $130.00

PATU Sticker  $1.50

PATU Travel Mug $14.00

Note: 6% sales tax (where applicable), shipping  
and handling costs included in unit prices. Total $

3.

2.

* Prices effective June 5, 2021

4.



Forbes Trail Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
recently presented Monty Murty with the 
chapter’s Don Robb Memorial Chapter 
Service Award for his exemplary service.

Murty, a Life Member of TU, currently 
serves as the chapter’s treasurer and past 
president. Murty also recently served as an 
executive vice president for the PA Council 
of Trout Unlimited and as National Leader-
ship Council representative.

This award is to recognize his many 
years of dedicated service to lead the 
organization in its mission to preserve 
coldwater fisheries and to teach stream 
conservation practices to students. The 
chapter also presented Murty with a $100 
gift certificate for Ligonier Outfitters.

Murty, of Laughlintown, has led the 
chapter in teaching coldwater conserva-
tion, fly tying and fly casting classes to 
local middle and high school students. He 
has presented dozens of stream-related 
programs during field days and field trips 
for local schools. And he has organized 
and helped with programs for adults in-
cluding fly fishing events for ladies’ and 
disabled military veterans. Internally he 
has served as a mentor for many of our 
chapter’s leaders.

Currently, Murty is spending endless 
hours, much of it behind the scenes, pre-
paring for and developing a Coldwater 
Conservation Plan for Linn Run. The study 
includes habitat assessment, water quality 

sampling, collection and identification of 
macroinvertebrates (trout bugs) and sur-
veying trout populations in the stream and 
tributaries. The final report will identify 
stressors and where stream remediation 
might enhance wild brook trout habitat 
and populations.

This award is named for Don Robb, 
long-time owner of Don Robb’s Fly Shop 
in Ligonier, PA., the spiritual home of fly 

fishing in the Laurel Highlands. Don was 
also one of the founders of Forbes Trail 
Chapter.

Although Don was nationally known 
as a fly rod builder, he was best known 
as the fly fishing mentor to generations of 
school boys, many of whom spent their 
after-school hours sweeping out the shop 
in exchange for Don’s knowledge of the 
sport.
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RepYourWater provides creative and unique designs on high-quality 
apparel and merchandise, and makes a difference for wildlife habitat 
around the country. RepYourWater donates 1% of Pennsylvania
designed apparel sales to Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited to 
support our Coldwater Conservation Corps program. We would like to 
thank RepYourWater for its support and for those who have purchased 
items. Please check them out at www.repyourwater.com and support 
coldwater conservation!

Contributed Photo

Forbes Trail Chapter of Trout Unlimited recently presented Monty Murty with the 
chapter’s Don Robb Memorial Chapter Service Award for his exemplary service. 
Murty is a past regional VP for Pennsylvania Council and is a TU Life Member. 

Forbes Trail TU honors Murty with chapter service award



REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Russell Thrall
159 Swift Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360
Email: russ@thrall3.com
Phone: 570-620-8677

Brodhead Chapter #289
Eric Baird

570-396-4647, ericrobertbaird@gmail.com
www.brodheadtu.org

The chapter has continued planning for restora-
tion projects on McMichael Creek on the Pome-
roy Preserve and projects on the Paradise Creek 
headwaters. We formed a tree planting committee 
to investigate opportunities for riparian buffer res-
toration projects. Several of our TIC programs are 
moving forward, and we are looking into running 
a pilot STREAM Girls program this summer. The 
chapter has applied for a CHIP grant and is prepar-
ing to submit an Embrace A Stream grant. We are 
also investigating additional grant opportunities. 

Our chapter picnic and fundraiser was June 12 at 
the Brodhead Creek Heritage Center, 1539 Cherry 
Lane Road, East Stroudsburg.

__________________________________
Forks of the Delaware Chapter #482

Joe Baylog
610-751-9116, baylogj@gmail.com
https://forksofthedelaware.tu.org/

The chapter ran a successful annual appeal 
fund drive, which included a membership survey 
asking our members for their input on chapter 
activities. We are participating in a karst geology 
advisory council and a TU advisory group to seek 
solutions to Bushkill Creek dewatering/sinkhole 
issues. After being postponed in 2020, construc-
tion on the Bushkill Creek stream restoration 
project is set to begin in June. Through grants and 
fundraising by the Bushkill Stream Conservancy, 
Wildlands Conservancy and our chapter, the 
project is fully funded. We held a stream cleanup 
in April. Zoom meetings were held in February 
and March, and included presentations on karst 
issues in the Lehigh Valley and Bushkill Creek 
trout redd surveys (2008 to the present).

__________________________________
Hokendauqua Chapter #535

Art Williams
610-266-1788, awilliams1947@hotmail.com

http://hokendauqua.tu.org

We have continued our monthly Board meet-
ings through Zoom. We held a stream clean up on 
the Hokendauqua in April. We continue to support 
three TIC programs, and we are also sponsoring 
three youths for the Rivers Conservation and Fly 
Fishing Youth Camp this summer.

__________________________________
Lackawanna Valley Chapter #414

Jacob Bliss
570-833-2091, jacobbliss93@outlook.com

www.lackawannavalleytu.org

No report.

__________________________________
Monocacy Chapter #491

Erik Broesicke
610-909-2652, monocacytu491@gmail.com

www.monocacytu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Pike-Wayne Chapter #462
Paul Ranello
973-452-9301

www.pwtu.org

Members continue to attend Zoom meetings 
with Pike County Conservation District and the 
Dirt and Gravel Low Volume Road Committee. 
The chapter participated in a Zoom webinar 
hosted by the Delaware River Basin Commission, 
which voted to prohibit fracking within the basin. 
However, the Commission tabled its final deci-

GET A CUSTOM 
TROUT UNLIMITED 

PENNSYLVANIA
LICENSE PLATE!
Want to show others that you’re a proud 

member of PATU and support the mission 
of Trout Unlimited? Well, you can, and it 
will only cost you a onetime charge of $27 
for a specialty PA license plate. The cus-
tom plate fee is in addition to your annual 
registration fee, and the plate is available 
for passenger cars and trucks 14,000 lbs. 
or less, motor homes and trailers. 

To order your Pennsylvania Council of 
Trout Unlimited PA state license plate, 
send your name, TU membership num-
ber and current PA license plate number 
by email to rpennell37@comcast.net or 
mail to: 

Bob Pennell
2319 Valley Road

Harrisburg, PA 17104 
In return, you’ll receive an application 

form to complete and send with your $27 
payment to PennDOT.
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Note: Due to changing CO-
VID-19 restrictions, any upcom-
ing events listed in the following 
chapter reports should be consid-
ered tentative. Please check the 
individual chapter’s website or 
newsletter for updated status.

NORTHEAST
CHAPTERS

Brodhead 289
Forks of the Delaware 482
Hokendauqua 535
Lackawanna Valley 414
Monocacy 491
Pike-Wayne 462
Schuylkill County 537
Shehawken 81
Stan Cooper Sr. 251
Western Pocono 203

Calendar of Events
July 11: Summer EXCOM 

     Meeting
July 31: Award nominations due
Sept. 18: PATU Annual Meeting
Oct. 10: Fall EXCOM Meeting

Continued on next page...
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sion on proposed water withdrawals for fracking 
outside the basin, and transport, storage, treatment 
and disposal of fracking water waste within the 
basin until September 2021. The Wayne-Pike Wa-
terways Alliance has requested a letter of support 
for a grant application to DCNR. The grant will 
provide an ADA walking path along the Lacka-
waxen River, park benches, picnic tables and a 
pavilion. Our May 22 meeting was a fly fishing 
demonstration at Promised Land State Park.

__________________________________
Schuylkill County Chapter #537

Brian Lengel
717-708-8846, brianlengel7@gmail.com

www.schuylkillcountytu.org

SCTU held a kids rodeo April 3 at S&A Trout 
Ponds where 82 children participated. We will be 
holding meetings for the next three months. The 
chapter is planning to host a children’s stream 
environmental day in June. We are planning on 
having a picnic at our July meeting.

__________________________________
Shehawken Chapter #81

Joe DeMalderis
914-475-6779, crosscurrent@optonline.net

https://www.facebook.com/Shehawken-
Trout-Unlimited-811023349070239/

No report.
__________________________________

Stanley Cooper, Sr. Chapter #251
Scott Brady

570-479-6106, jsbrady@bradygrabowski.com 
www.sctu.org

We are in the planning phase for additional 
work at the dam removal at Mountain Springs 
Lake, and we are exploring grant opportunities. 
Last year we planted 2,000 trees and bushes, 
and more are planned this year. We are waiting 
for approval to install a device to introduce lime 
into water. Recent programs presented via Zoom 
included Eric Naguski (fly tying) in March and 
Jake Willcock (Spring Creek) in April.

__________________________________
Western Pocono Chapter #203

George Hludzik
570-788-2121, grhlaw@ptd.net

www.tu.org/connect/groups/203-western-pocono

Chapter volunteers guided a group interested in 
learning more about Penrose barrens/swamp and 
its unique botanical and wildlife ecology and some 
wild brook trout streams. WPTU volunteeers have 
been actively engaged in helping to preserve this 
area. We recently signed a letter of support as 
requested by a North Pocono care organization 
in helping establish a riverside park in the upper 
Lehigh River area near Thornhurst. The small 
park would provide much-needed public access 
for trout fishermen and offer environmentally safe 
recreation activities like hiking, birding, photog-
raphy, foraging, picnics, etc. Thornhurst Twp. is 

seeking a grant to help establish the park along 
one of the Poconos’ most beautiful trout streams. 
The chapter is also monitoring the proposed ad-
ditional withdrawals of large amounts of water 
from the Lehigh River for certain municipalities, 
changes in the flows from Frances Walter Dam 
and construction of large new industrial sites in 
the western Pocono area.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Bob Volkmar
443 West Br. Fishing Creek Rd.
Roulette, PA 16746
Email: rdvolkmar@gmail.com
Phone: 814-320-3899

Columbia County Chapter #38
Erick Lewis

607-621-8126, ealewis@geisinger.edu 
www.facebook.com/troutunlimitedcolumbiacounty

A streambank cleanup at the Orangeville access 
steps area was completed on March 25. Zoom fly 
tying sessions were held on Feb. 21 (Erick Lewis 
demonstrated the mole and bead head pheasant 
tail nymph), and on March 22 (Wayne Creasy 
demonstrated the elk hair caddis and sulphur 
dry fly.) Bob Stoudt, director of the Montour 
Area Recreation Commission, spoke on March 
9. Our chapter picnic was June 8 at Kocher Park 
in Lightstreet.

__________________________________
God’s Country Chapter #327

David Saulter
814-274-9763, saulterdg@yahoo.com

The chapter has provided letters of support 
to the Galeton Sewer Authority for a proposed 
upgrade to its system, and to the Potter County 
Conservation District for a possible culvert re-
placement on Little Portage Creek. The chapter 
also provided a letter against a proposed injection 
well in Clara Township. The chapter made dona-
tions to the Coudersport Public Library and also 
to the Conversation District to support the hiring 
of another summer intern for 2021. The chapter 
canceled its Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing 
event for May due to current COVID restrictions, 
but may be able to do a smaller event in the fall. 
The chapter is seeking suggestions for a steam 
cleanup project and will be assisting in helping 
the Anglers Club with its spring stocking. We will 
also be working with National Fuel Gas Company 
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Columbia County TU held a streambank cleanup at the Orangeville access area in 
late March.
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on its FM100 project, which will be getting started 
in early spring, and crossing a number of streams 
in Potter County. The good news is National Fuel 
reached out to the chapter first, due in large part to 
our past working relationship with the company 
and its desire to maintain a good working relation-
ship with the chapter and county.

__________________________________
Lloyd Wilson Chapter #224

Bill Bailey
570-748-6120, wbailey@kcnet.org

www.lwtu.org

The Lloyd Wilson Chapter held an outdoor 
meeting on March 29. We had election of officers 
and the current slate was re-elected. We scheduled 
a litter pickup for the narrows section of Big 
Fishing Creek on April 11. A Wounded Warrior 
fishing event at the Ante’s Creek Fishing Club 
was tentatively planned for April 30. We planned 
to demonstrate fly tying and fly casting at Jersey 
Shore Middle School’s outdoor environmental 
days on May 18 and 20.

__________________________________
Penns Creek Chapter #119

Joe Dunmire
717-899-6085, jhjazzbo@hotmail.com

We voted to support a Mifflin County Conser-
vation District project on the upper Kish Creek 
watershed. Several members attended the PATU 
online training sessions. We signed on to a letter 
of support for the Pa. Environmental Council 
concerning proposed changes to PennDOT/
Turnpike Commission stormwater permitting 
requirements. Our Summer Social was June 5 at 
Reedsville playground along Honey Creek Road 
at a time to be determined.

__________________________________
R.B. Winter Chapter #124

Rod Jones
570-259-7205, flyrodjones@gmail.com

facebook.com/RBWinterTroutUnlimitedChapter/

The chapter met virtually with Eric Hussar of 
PFBC to discuss a stream improvement project 
on Lick Hollow Run, a tributary to Penns Creek. 
He framed out the basic needs of the project. The 
plan is to use 2021 for grant writing and planning 
and move to completion in the spring of 2022. 
Lick Hollow Run is a Class A tributary to Penns 
Creek that is impaired by siltation and streambed 
issues. Our TIC programs are postponed due to 
COVID-19. We held a cleanup on Penns Creek 
on April 27. We met with PATU President Greg 
Malaska on May 21, and planned to visit the site 
of the proposed stream improvement project on 
Lick Hollow Run. We are in the process of plan-
ning a casting clinic for beginners and experienced 
casters, tentatively planned for August at Union 
County Sportsmans Club. Our annual banquet 
has been moved from the spring to Sept. 17 at 
Watson Inn, Watsontown. Domenick Swentosky 
is scheduled as the speaker.

__________________________________

Spring Creek Chapter #185
Jamie SanFilippo

SanFilippo.Jamie@gmail.com
www.springcreektu.org

We partnered with ClearWater Conservancy 
on a watershed cleanup on April 24. The SCCTU 
VSP hosted a virtual fly fishing 101 course via 
Zoom every Wednesday from Feb. 17 to March 
17. Dr. Bill Sharpe presented on periodical cicadas 
for our Jan. 7 Zoom meeting. Jamie SanFilippo 
hosted our annual State of the Chapter presen-
tation via Zoom on Feb. 4. Tim Schaeffer and 
representatives from PFBC gave an overview of 
statewide priorities and initiative and topics of lo-
cal interest. Tim Flagler gave a Zoom presentation 
on Night Fishing on March 25. He presented again 
on June 3. Josh Miller presented at the chapter’s 
May 6 meeting.

__________________________________
Susquehanna Chapter #044

Charles Knowlden
570-971-1296, cjknow@comcast.net

www.susquehannatu.com

The chapter convened the annual watershed 
summit on Jan. 13 with local conservation or-
ganizations, agencies and academic institutions 
joining a Zoom meeting. Tim Schaeffer, executive 
director of PFBC, and Eric Hussar, commission 
president, and WCOs presented an overview of 
PFBC activities in 2020 and plans for the future 
at our Feb. 10 Zoom meeting. Shawn Rummel of 
National TU and Neil Wolfe of Hedin Environ-
mental presented findings about the chapter’s TU 
Technical Assistance grant study of the impact of 
acid mine drainages in the stretch of Loyalsock 
Creek just downstream of Lopez on our March 10 
Zoom meeting. Director Joe Radley participated 
in the kickoff meeting of the Lycoming County 
Watershed Improvement Program, focused on 
reducing nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment 
pollution. The chapter is coordinating with Carey 
Entz-Rine of the Lycoming County Conservation 
District for TIC needs, including the purchase of 
necessary supplies and equipment. SCTU does 
not meet May through August.

__________________________________
Tiadaghton Chapter #688

Jere White
570-662-2167, whitesgordonsetters@gmail.com

The chapter held a Route 6 litter cleanup 
in April. We are gearing up for our Long Run 
riparian tree planting for the third consecutive 
year. During our April 6 meeting, Tyler Upham, 
Tioga County Conservation District watershed 
specialist, shared information about the Blue 
Run Streambank Stabilization and Fish Habitat 
Improvement project. With Upham’s assistance, 
the chapter was awarded a $5,000 Coldwater 
Heritage Partnership grant. Blue Run is a tributary 
of Long Run, a watershed that the chapter has a 
vested interest in improving. Grant funds will be 
used to perform a chop and drop project along a 

1.6-mile Patterson Lumber Company parcel of 
land that borders Blue Run. Trees will be strategi-
cally placed to protect the streambank, to pinch 
flows and improve fish habitat.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Kelly Williams
152 Geno Lane
Reynoldsville, PA 15851
Email: kwilliamsccd@atlan-
ticbbn.net
Phone: 814-591-1299

Allegheny Mountain Chapter #036
Codey Schlemmer

814-953-5295, schlemmerservices@gmail.com
www.amctu.org

We were able to rent a larger storage unit and 
moved our chapter banquet and activities mer-
chandise to the new unit in late November. Our 
annual fundraiser drawing was held April 24 at 
the Tannery Dam in DuBois. The chapter had 
cleanups scheduled at the Tannery Dam Earth 
Day celebration on April 24 and April 26th at 
the Dr. Colson Blakeslee recreation area. We 
had a youth education day planned for Clearfield 
County Youth Field Day on June 5. Unfortunately, 
the Jefferson County Youth Field Day on June 12 
was canceled.

__________________________________
Caldwell Creek Chapter #437

Tom Savko
814-664-2124, tksavko2@verizon.net

Data loggers have been pulled, downloaded and 
reinstalled for summer. No unusual events were 
recorded. Now that all senior members have had 
their vaccines, water testing resumed mid-April. 
Live planting on the Caldwell Creek project that 
was postponed last year was rescheduled for 
April 26-27.

__________________________________
Cornplanter Chapter #526

Troy McDunn
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814-723-3759, hdpartsman@verizon.net
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The chapter will be having our annual Dice Run 
on the Allegheny River on Aug. 1. We are also 
selling raffle tickets for a kayak. Some chapter 
members are helping the local watershed special-
ist with a stream assessment on our local stream, 
Farnsworth Branch. We have agreed to assist 
PATU with a projected project on Farnsworth 
Branch. Our Morrison Run stream enhancement 
workday is scheduled for September 2021. We 
will not have any TIC projects this year due to 
COVID.

__________________________________
Iron Furnace Chapter #288

Mark Hanes
724-464-7320, m_d_hanes@yahoo.com

www.ironfurnacetu.net

The board met on April 5 to come up with a plan 
moving forward now that things are opening up a 
bit, and we plan to have some outside events over 
the warmer months. On 28 we held our chapter 
meeting at Clear Creek State Park. Luke Bobnar 
from Western Pennsylvania Conservancy showed 
us stream restoration work we helped complete on 
Clear Creek last fall and to describe the second 
phase of the work, which will occur this summer. 
Our final chapter meeting of the year was May 
19 at Walter Dick Park’s picnic pavilion at 5:30 
p.m. We will hold a recruitment event at Lost 
in the Wilds Brewery on Route 66 just north of 
Marianne Corners in June or July. We are looking 
into the possibly of getting more done on the EAS 
project on Clear Creek this summer. The Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy is exploring grants for 
additional work in the Clear Creek watershed. The 
chapter has sent letters of support for the project 
and earmarked some money for matching grants 
as needed. We are looking into posting signage 
in Clear Creek to educate anglers and visitors to 
the presence of native brook trout in the stream. 
April 25 was our spring roadside cleanup near 
Limestone along the project on Piney Creek.

__________________________________
James Zwald Chapter #314

Murray Neeper
814-834-3472, mneeper@zitomedia.net

The chapter has shifted its meetings to the 
Elk County Conservation District building to 
take advantage of better internet capabilities for 
video conferencing. We are currently contacting 
various festivals to determine where fund raising 
opportunities and recruitment activities may be 
available in the near future. We conducted ripar-
ian plantings on the West Branch of the Clarion 
on April 8-9 and also near Tambine Bridge. We 
continue to seek grants for our Gallagher Run 
project in Ridgway, West Creek tributary of 
Driftwood AMD remediation, habitat restoration 
on the East Branch of the Clarion DHALO sec-

tion, and habitat and culvert improvement on the 
Middle Fork of the East Branch of the Clarion. 
Additionally, in partnership with ECCD and the 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, we are plan-
ning to develop habitat and accessibility at Sandy 
Beach on the Mill Creek tributary to the Clarion. 
We received a CHP for half of the Gallagher Run 
project scheduled for August 2021, an Elk County 
Act 13 grant for habitat on Middle Fork of the 
East Branch of the Clarion from the Elk County 
Commissioners, and a Headwaters RC&D grant as 
matching grant for the West Creek AMD project. 
These grants total approximately $31,000.

__________________________________
Neshannock Creek #216

Jeff Kremis
724-588-4378, jjkremis@gmail.com 

ww.neshannock-tu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Northwest PA Chapter #41
Bill Eckert

814-392-2696, bill@eckertappraisals.com
http://nwpachaptertu.blogspot.com

Our board of directors has been meeting 
monthly via Zoom. We have two new schools with 
teachers interested in TIC for the fall of this year. 
We toured two sections on Trout Run in Water-
ford, which has a good population of wild brown 
trout, along with a representative of the Western 
Pennsylvania Conservancy. A bank stabilization 
project will come together for this summer in 
cooperation with both the Erie County Conser-
vation District and Waterford Township. They 
will be needing volunteers to help with stream 
bank plantings and possibly labor in the stream. 
A chapter outing on Oil Creek was held in May.

__________________________________
Oil Creek Chapter #424

Jennifer Lyons
814-671-1292, lyonssj3876@gmail.com

www.oilcreektu.org

We postponed our annual banquet, which we 
were hoping to have in April. We may be able to 
schedule it for August with a possible reduction 
in the maximum number of attendees. Members 
attended the annual meeting of the Venango 
County Dirt & Gravel Roads Commission in late 
2020. We continue to work with the Venango 
Conservation District and a Growing Greener 
project is planned for Sugar Creek near Game 
Lands 96 on Tuloga Road. Electro-shocking was 
done on Benninghoff Run. The well plugging 
project on Oil Creek is nearing its. The chapter 
has now had six classrooms involved in TIC: 
Two at Titusville, two at Meadville, one at Vic-
tory Elementary and one at Sugar Creek. The two 
classes at Meadville decided not to participate this 
year due to the limited school time as a result of 
COVID. Victory Elementary’s class will have its 
trout release this spring. We donated to Cranberry 
School District’s Conservation Club, Big Uncle 

Day at the Venango Coon and Fox Club, and also 
to the Franklin YMCA. There was a very nice 
write-up in Pennsylvania Angler & Boater about 
the Veterans’ Service Program. Titusville Cham-
ber of Commerce planned the Oil Creek Classic 
tournament this year on May 1-2. Our next meet-
ing is May 17 at King’s Restaurant – Franklin.

__________________________________
Seneca Chapter #272

Chase Howard
814-598-3449, chaserhoward@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/SenecaTroutUnlimited

No report.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
Brenda Bittinger
16 Lyons Road
Fleetwood, PA 19522
Email: b.bittinger@gmail.com
Phone: 610-704-4676

Bucks County Chapter #254
Joe Mihok

215-589-9531, joemihok@verizon.net
www.buckstu.org

We received PFBC’s report for its survey of 
Aquetong Creek performed in July, 2020. In a 
105-meter survey reach, they found 21 brook 
trout ranging from 3.9 inches to 6.9 inches, with 
a biomass estimate of 18.93 kg/ha. This is slightly 
below Class B status for brook trout which is at 
least 20 kg/ha. In coming years, habitat conditions 
should improve as the riparian buffer matures and 
sediment still remaining in the stream channel 
within the former lakebed migrates out of the up-
per reaches of Aquetong Creek. We had a success-
ful tree planting on Aquetong Creek in November, 
with 180 trees planted, we are planning another 
round of planting in fall 2021.

__________________________________
Delco Manning Chapter #320

Fred DeWees
610-547-9403, freddew4@gmail.com

www.dmtu.org
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Our conservation and educational activities 
have been canceled due to COVID. We did not 
qualify for any recent grants. Recent program 
speakers include John McMinn, presenting on 
Alaska, and Anita Coulton, presenting on getting 
limber for fishing.

__________________________________
Little Lehigh Chapter #070

Scott Alderfer
610-390-6219, salderfer@gmail.com

www.lltu.org

Three board members continue to support and 
advise a group of Penn State Master Watershed 
Stewards who have formed a Little Lehigh water-
shed group. We’re planning a joint riparian buffer 
planting event later this spring, pending a funding 
source. Chapter leadership attended a site meeting 
on March 23 with officials from Allentown Parks 
Dept., Lehigh County Conservation District and 
PFBC to discuss our proposed plan for installing 
habitat structures in a section of Little Lehigh 
Creek in Allentown’s Lehigh Parkway. We’re 
considering pursuing Embrace A Stream and other 
funding sources. The chapter was approached by 
the Lower Macungie Township recreation direc-
tor who wanted to partner with us for a youth fly 
fishing class on May 15 in a township park located 
on Little Lehigh Creek.

__________________________________
Perkiomen Valley #332

Thomas W. Smith
215-513-9709, twsmith623@comcast.net 

www.pvtu.org

We are working on two dam removals, on 
Perkiomen Creek its west branch. We met with 
and discussed property owner’s plans to remove 
both in 2021. PVTU will address the stream 
habitat restoration on both streams, with work 
planned to occur in 2022, 2023 and possibly into 
2024 in these two areas. We have been invited to 
meet with another farm property owner to review 
Valley Run (headwaters tributary of Perkiomen 
Creek) to evaluate possible future restoration 
activities. We participated in tree planting and 
placement of 300 feet of coir logs to help contain 
a wetland in Valley Run at Frontier Pastures Farm 
on March 23, in support of a Berks County Con-
servation District project. The chapter arranged 
a stream cleanup on the West Branch (wild trout 
stream) of Perkiomen Creek in Berks County in 
March. We initiated and coordinated this with 
the Pennsylvania Game Commission, which is 
also contributing support. The stream is located 
on PGC property and is degraded with trash. 
Rick Nyles from Sky Blue Outfitters provided a 
zoom fly tying session on Feb. 23. Other recent 
speakers include Dave Keller from Keller Small 
Stream Solutions presenting “Stream and Habitat 
Restoration Activities and Benefits” and Krista 
Scheirer of Aqua Water Co. presenting “Benefits 
of the partnership between Aqua and PVTU, relat-
ing to stream and habitat restoration projects in the 

Perkiomen watershed.” Our six schools deferred 
TIC participation in 2021.

__________________________________
SE Montgomery County Chapter #468

Richard Terry
215-675-1536, rtroadrash@msn.com

www.tu468.org
No report.
__________________________________

Tulpehocken Chapter #150
Brenda Bittinger

610-704-4676, b.bittinger@gmail.com  
www.tullytu.org

The chapter’s timber deflector project with the 
Army Corps of Engineers continues. We’re work-
ing on a stream libraries projects with our local 
Parks and Recreation Department, using donated 
books around fishing and conservation. Members 
recently assisted with a float stocking. A Resilia 
Microgrant application for stream project funding 
was submitted. We planned a coffee and donuts 
fishing and cleanup event at Grings Mill in May, 
and a casting competition and barbecue in July.

__________________________________
Valley Forge Chapter #290

Jim Leonard
610-793-1706, ValleyForgeTU@gmail.com

www.valleyforgetu.org

Our 41st annual Trout Show and Fundraiser 
took place on March 20, our first-ever online 
trout show. We ran our first ever online auction 
and online sweepstakes, which ended on March 
26 and 27, respectively. Our annual Valley Creek 
stream cleanup took place on March 27. Stream 
monitoring data collection continues on Val-
ley Creek above and below the Knickerbocker 
landfill site, springs flowing into West Valley 
and Pickering Creek and its tributaries. We are 
working on a survey of Chester County streams 
having potential to hold native brook trout. The 
grant on our Wilson Run project was extended 
at the request of the contractor. The chapter is 
monitoring plans to redevelop the Bishop Tube 
property in East Whiteland Township, a steep 
slope superfund site. We are looking into assisting 
a new owner of 20 acres of land on Little Valley 
Creek with stormwater management. The chapter 
is monitoring the rezoning of Ecology Park in East 
Whiteland Township. We have reviewed plans 
for construction of an electronic billboard near a 
tributary of West Valley Creek in East Whiteland 
Township. Our annual fly fishing school has been 
canceled due to COVID. Our TIC projects have 
been suspended due to COVID. The chapter re-
ceived a Growing Greener grant for installation 
of infiltration devices in the upper Crabby Creek 
watershed. We applied for a Lower Delaware Wild 
& Scenic River Management Mini Grant for the 
Deerfield Spring Riparian Buffer Project. Project 
Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Coatesville meets 
every Wednesday on Teams at 6:45 p.m. Project 

Healing Waters Fly Fishing – Royersford meets 
every Monday on Teams. And Project Healing 
Waters Fly Fishing – West Bradford meets each 
Tuesday on Teams at 6:30 p.m.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Russ Collins
1167 S. Forge Rd.
Palmyra, PA 17078
Email: russthepres@dftu.org
Phone: 717-580-3958

Adams County Chapter #323
Hank Rajotte

717-408-8747, hank.rajotte@gmail.com
www.adamscountytu.org

ACTU officers, board and chairs met March 
2 to adopt a 2021 budget. Membership meetings 
were held via Zoom in February and March. To 
comply with the National TU fiscal year ending on 
March 31, ACTU voted to extend the officers and 
board members responsibilities to March 2022 
rather than end in November 2021. Our chapter’s 
efforts to raise $16,000 to buy a half-mile ease-
ment to protect access to the Conewago stream in 
Adams County has been successful. We are now 
awaiting finalization of funding and purchase 
of the property. Through donations, new access 
gates have been installed on the Conewago. Shot 
rock has been ordered for stream restoration. Our 
website and Facebook sites have been updated 
and our winter newsletter was published on the 
website. ACTU participated in the Southcentral 
Outdoor Youth program at the McSherrystown 
Fish and Game facility on June 5. In addition, 
ACTU held its annual fishing derby at Latimore 
Creek for youths 15 and under on May 8. The 
chapter has submitted an application for $4,900 
to the American Water Environmental Grant 
Program. Several grant requests were submitted 
to Walmart, one has been awarded.

__________________________________
Codorus Chapter #558

Tom Feninez
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717-817-8446, tom@codorustu.org
www.codorustu.org

Three members attended PATU’s recent re-
gional training sessions, and found them to be 
quite relevant and informative. A long-awaited 
stream improvement project on an important 
Codorus Creek tributary was completed in late 
March, with additional planting taking place in 
the coming months. Another important project 
in the upper Codorus watershed (above the wild 
trout fishery), for which our chapter was a minor 
sponsor, was also completed recently and again 
additional planting is to follow. We met recently 
with representatives of a local paper mill to dis-
cuss a potential project on their property. This 
would be another project in the watershed above 
our cold tailwater flow, on a branch which is a 
nagging source of excessive silt which affects 
our wild trout habitat. A local Scout troop joined 
us for our annual spring stream cleanup. We used 
the opportunity to do a little stream sampling to 
introduce them to our home stream’s benthic/
macro community.

__________________________________
Cumberland Valley Chapter #052

John Leonard
717-512-4620, johnleonard222@gmail.com

www.pacvtu.org

No report.
__________________________________

Doc Fritchey Chapter #108
Rich DiStanislao

717-580-3958, president@dftu.org 
www.dftu.org

Weekly work on the diversion well at Rausch 
Creek continues. An assessment by Shaun Mc-
Adams of National TU continues on the second 
phase of the Hammer Creek watershed. The Barry 
family farm will be handled as a separate project 
due to their desire to make their footprint as one 
project. Funding sources will likely be EPA 319 or 
Growing Greener. Smaller properties are planned 
for some streambank repairs and riparian planting. 
An EPS 319 grant was submitted to DEP for our 
Spring Creek/Hershey project. This grant will 
give us funding to assess the entire watershed 
from which a prioritized list will be created for 
stream restoration projects. Stoner property (Snitz 
3) and Krall property et al. (Snitz 2) restoration 
projects were approved by PADEP. The funding 
for the design and permitting resulted from fines 
from the Mariner 3 pipeline penalty. We are 
partners in these efforts with the Lebanon Valley 
Conservancy (TLVC). The initial funding source 
for our Beck Creek project is Sunoco Penalty 
and is administered by TLVC. The second phase, 
permitting and construction grant application, 
will be through DFTU as administrator. We will 
be the permit applicant, and the property owners 
are paying the permit fee. Our Killinger Creek 
project has $130,000 pledged from The Conser-

vation Fund for planning and permitting. They 
will issue a contract shortly. An application for 
PA DCED Act 13 grant for $300,000, if awarded, 
will be used for construction. One school in our 
chapter is still maintaining its TIC project. Plans 
are being made for a release date for the fry. Our 
online Advanced Fly-Tying Course just ended 
after six weeks. All fly tying video instructions 
are placed on the YouTube link located on the 
chapter website. Rick Nyles presented “Fishing 
Penn’s Creek” during our online general member-
ship meeting on Jan. 26. Henry Ramsay presented 
“Fishing Pennsylvania Wild Trout Headwaters” 
during our online general membership meeting 
on Feb. 23. Greg Hoover presented “Cicadas” 
on April 27. A Clarks Creek cleanup was May 8.

__________________________________
Donegal Chapter #037

Barry Whitmer
717-380-0281, b.witmer@donegaltu.org

www.donegaltu.org

DTU will make a decision on an outdoor 
fundraiser in the fall but has not scheduled an 
event at this time. Two existing projects in the 
Climbers Run watershed were completed in the 
first quarter. One was on an Amish farm, and one 
was at Climbers Run Nature Preserve. Because 
permit processing has been extremely slow, those 
were the first two projects selected because the 
chapter has done prior work at those locations 
and those locations had open permits and funding 
for both. In early March, work crews moved to a 
new stream restoration project on an Amish farm 
in the Fishing Creek watershed. Phase 1 was the 
upstream portion of the project, and the in-stream 
work is completed. DTU planted the buffer on 
April 24. The project is now on hold awaiting a 
permit for the Phase 2, downstream work. Bog 
turtle considerations are part of the delay. DTU 
has five additional projects ready to go in 2021, 
all fully designed and funded. All are awaiting 
permits. The chapter’s Education Committee has 
been supporting TIC teachers where possible 
without putting pressure on them while they are 
trying to get students back to grade level. The 
chapter is participating in a county-wide Water 
Week event in June by leading four hours of tours 
on stream restoration projects at Climbers Run 
Nature Preserve. In addition, DTU will have an 
information booth and will be demonstrating fly 
casting. We recently received verbal approval for 
two grants of $75,000 each, one for Peters Creek 
and one for Shearer’s Run. A $240,000 grant ap-
plication with DCED for Fishing Creek is pend-
ing. A chapter picnic was tentatively scheduled 
for June 16.

__________________________________
Falling Spring Chapter #234

Chris Rudyk
717-387-1246, chris.rudyk@imiproducts.net

Tree planting was scheduled for the end of 
April to improve the riparian buffer on Falling 
Spring upstream of Quarry Road. We’re working 

with the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay. We’re 
also working again with Ecotone to find grants to 
clean up the section of Falling Spring where the 
trout nursery existed. The chapter is considering 
biohabitats for an entire watershed plan for the 
Falling Spring from the headwaters to the mouth.

__________________________________
Muddy Creek Chapter #575

Jimmy O’Connor
717-451-5200, jim.oconnor.001@gmail.com

www.muddycreektu.org

No report.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Bryan Mathie
930 Penn Ave.- Ste 2A
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Email: peregrine94@sbcglobal.net
Phone: 708-921-8373

Arrowhead Chapter #214
Bill Libengood

724-498-6632, libengood2000@yahoo.com 
www.arrowhead214tu.org

There have been no chapter meetings since 
the December 2020 quarterly report and it is 
uncertain as to when the next one can and will 
be held. Arrowhead’s annual banquet for 2021 
was scheduled for May 22. A limited number 
of chapter members have stocked the DHALO 
section of Buffalo Creek. All TIC projects are on 
hold due to the pandemic.

__________________________________
Chestnut Ridge Chapter #670

Ben Moyer
724-329-3772, bcmoyer@verizon.net

www.chestnutridgetu.org

Chestnut Ridge held an in-person board and 
officers meeting, outdoors, in March. We resolved 
some financial issues and made plans to resume 
outdoor meetings for the general membership on 
April 14. We received the lab results from our 
fall sampling of the Glade Run basin. Results 
show dramatic positive impacts on pH, alkalin-

18  PA TROUT ... Spring 2021

...Continued from previous page

www.patrout.org

SOUTHWEST 
CHAPTERS

Arrowhead 214
Chestnut Ridge 670
Forbes Trail 206
Fort Bedford 291
John Kennedy 045 
Ken Sink 053
Mountain Laurel 040
Penn’s Woods West 042



ity and metals concentrations in Glade Run main 
stem, and two tributaries. These benefits continue 
downstream to Dunbar Creek. We are planning 
to cooperate with Hutchinson Sportsmen’s Club 
in Uniontown to offer a youth fishing experience 
in Redstone Creek in the memory of member 
Jim Tobal, who passed away last year. We will 
supply trout from our cooperative nursery in the 
Youghiogheny Tailrace for this youth event. No 
wild trout are known to inhabit Redstone Creek. 
We held a scaled-down version of our annual 
Dunbar Creek litter cleanup on March 27. Eight 
members executed the cleanup wearing masks, 
protective gloves, and clasping devices that made 
it unnecessary to handle recently tossed containers 
by hand. Eugene Gordon, long-time chairman of 
the cleanup again organized the event. Once we 
are back to full membership-size gatherings, we 
will announce future cleanups and invite wider 
participation among the membership. We are 
in the early planning stages of a possible new 
alkaline sand treatment project on Jonathan Run, 
in cooperation with the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy. Jonathan Run was once a popular 
trout stream, flowing through Ohiopyle State Park. 
The stream was impaired by acid mine drainage 
in the early 1980s and has never been returned to 
the PFBC’s list of approved trout waters. CRTU 
gifted a framed copy of our official chapter art 
print, depicting a brown trout, brook trout, and a 
map of the Youghiogheny River to Ohiopyle State 
Park in appreciation for the DCNR and park’s co-
operation in many CRTU projects, notably youth 
fishing, TIC educational sessions, veterans fish-
ing events and management of hemlock woolly 
adelgid along trout streams. Park staff will display 
the print in the administrative/utility area of the 
park visitor center.

__________________________________
Forbes Trail Chapter #206

Larry Myers
724-454-9345, myersld@comcast.net

www.forbestrailtu.org

As we rise above the challenges of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, we planned a number of in-
person activities starting with our annual “Show 
and Tell” on May 5, at the Bear Rocks Community 
Center. Following our monthly meeting, members 
will showcase their recent fishing adventures with 
videos and slides. Members and public volunteers 
are being trained to assist in several activities as 
part of the Coldwater Conservation Plan we’re 
developing for Linn Run watershed. We plan to 
hold a volunteer appreciation day in Linn Run 
State Park, open to the media, sometime dur-
ing late spring. We are exploring some type of 
fundraiser/get-together during the summer for 
members. It could be a family picnic, auction or 
swap at a local park. We’ve had a number of gently 
used rods/reels, fly tying equipment, fishing gear 
and wildlife prints donated to the chapter. We 
have hosted several guest speaker presentations 
via Zoom over the winter on topics of fly tying, 

fishing techniques and conservation projects. 
We and Penn’s Woods West have shared host-
ing these presentations and inviting each other’s 
members. We hope to expand this next winter to 
other chapters. It could potentially provide all our 
members an education/entertainment experience 
via Zoom on a weekly basis. No need to worry 
about winter storms cancelling an event. It keeps 
us in touch with our members and allows us to 
become acquainted with our neighboring chapters. 
One of our members hosts a weekly fly tying ses-
sion on Facebook. He also tapes presentations on 
various types of fishing equipment our members 
use and posting them on our YouTube account to 
assist beginners with buying new equipment. This 
social media outreach may be partially responsible 
for our chapter’s steady increase in membership. 

__________________________________
Fort Bedford Chapter #291

Rylan Schnably
814-494-3751, 

rschnably@bedfordcountyconservation.com
www.facebook.com/fortbedfordtu

FBTU assisted with the Bobs Creek cleanup on 
March 28. Council President Greg Malaska joined 
FBTU’s monthly meeting on March 23. FBTU 
has been meeting virtually on the third Tuesday 
of each month via Google Meet.

__________________________________
John Kennedy Chapter #045

Jerry Green
814-934-7046, jgreen51@embarqmail.com

www.tu.org/connect/groups/045-john-kennedy

Due to COVID-19 no in-person meetings have 
been held. The chapter held board meetings in 
January, February and March via Zoom. Recently, 
new board members were voted in and there has 
been some change of leadership. We have a stream 
stabilization project on Gillians Run, projected 
to be completed in June or by the end of the 
summer. National TU’s Phil Thomas is assisting. 
The chapter wrote a letter to the DEP requesting 
a public hearing concerning the construction of 
a Rutter’s Convenience store on the edge of the 
Sandy Run wetland area. Sandy Run is a Class A 
wild trout stream and the surrounding wetland is 
classified as an exceptional value area by the DEP.

__________________________________
Ken Sink Chapter #053

Keith Ewing
724-840-3145, goirish50@gmail.com

http://kensink.blogspot.com

Council President Greg Malaska attended our 
February Zoom meeting. KSTU thanks Greg for 
reaching out to our chapter with his support and 
sharing his thoughts and recommendations for a 
bright successful TU future. KSTU applied for a 
grant through the Western Pennsylvania Conser-
vancy and was awarded funding to refurbish and 
upgrade a public canoe and kayak access site on 
Little Mahoning Creek. DEP permit registration is 
underway with work to begin later this summer. A 

macroinvertebrate survey and water quality sam-
pling was conducted at three separate locations 
on Twolick Creek in March by KSTU with some 
local youths participating. Through the Indiana 
County Friends of the Park organization, KSTU 
held an Introduction to Fly Fishing event teaching 
the basics of fly casting and fly fishing on May 16 
at Blue Spruce Park. We continue to participate 
and attend monthly meetings held by the PA 
Senior Environmental Corp of Indiana County. 
The Indiana County Youth Field Day event for 
this year has been canceled. KSTU’s six-week 
Introduction to Fly Tying and Fly Fishing course 
for youths/adults was canceled this year due to 
COVID-19. The KSTU annual banquet is also 
canceled for 2021. The chapter’s monthly board 
meetings are currently being conducted online 
through Zoom.

__________________________________
Mountain Laurel Chapter #040

Randy Buchanan
814-467-4034, prbfish4fun@aol.com

www.mltu.org

The chapter has been holding monthly meetings 
via Zoom and has four stream cleanups scheduled 
over the coming three months. Our annual banquet 
is tentatively scheduled for July 10. 

__________________________________
Penn’s Woods West Chapter #042

Charles Buffington
412-418-7885, buffingtoncw@gmail.com

www.pwwtu.org

Penn’s Woods West has been keeping active 
on many levels through the pandemic trying to 
provide our membership value even in these 
times. We have hosted guest speakers since 
September 2020 every month and have built a 
YouTube library of our speakers for members 
and guests to enjoy and learn from the breadth 
of topics: Lake Eerie Tributary management for 
Steelhead, Fishing Stripers off of the New Jersey 
Shore, Euro-Nymphing Techniques and others. 
We have reached out to the Southwest TU chapters 
to invite others share the information and make 
the most of the cost. We have enjoyed having 
many guests from other chapters. Given COVID 
and the difficulty of having an annual meeting 
and changing leadership, the board voted to ex-
tend each member’s term by one year. An email 
solicitation of members provided one potential 
new board member whom we shall work into 
our committee structure in preparation for board 
membership. Our main fundraising effort, Cabin 
Fever, is scheduled for Feb. 27, 2022, with our 
featured main speaker Kelly Galloup agreeing to 
commit to us again after COVID canceled our 
2020 Cabin Fever. We are adding a new feature 
this year: Conservation Corner and will be build-
ing out that area to educate kids and adults in fun 
ways about the things they can do to preserve and 
protect local watersheds. There will be a special 
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meet and greet with Kelly the night before, on 
Feb. 26. Our conservation efforts are beginning 
to pick up with a June/July culvert removal and 
replacement with riparian buffer planting on Little 
Sewickley Creek and a major project in collabora-
tion with Hampton Township to do a floodplain 
enhancement project with in-stream habitat work 
that would potentially extend DHALO area fur-
ther upstream and remove significant amounts of 
sediment from Little Pine Creek. During the first 
quarter of 2021, we focused on the three “Rs” 
– Recruit, Retain and Re-engage. As with other 
years, we have a monthly event schedule designed 
to help newcomers gain confidence and learn to 
fish independently. This year, we started with 
January virtual happy hour to review our yearly 
schedule. We hosted a two-part Fly Fishing 101 
virtual session in February and then held a “no-
contact” casting teaching and practice event at 
Lake Carnegie (Highland Park) in March. Even 
with the pandemic, events routinely had between 
10 and 13 people in attendance including six to 
seven new to fly fishing and two to three who are 
re-engaging. We also now include virtual happy 
hours the Thursday before our face-to-face events 
to help mitigate the fact that we cannot provide 
as much personalized instruction during the 
pandemic. The virtual events also enabled us to 
build a good relationship with Forbes Trail TU and 
we continue to be involved with the PA Women 
Anglers group.

Appropriately introduced in Congress 
on Earth Day, the Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act could rank among the most 
meaningful initiatives for fish and wildlife 
in history, the Pennsylvania Game Com-
mission and Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission announced in April.

The bipartisan legislation introduced by 
U.S. Reps. Debbie Dingell (D-Mich.) and 
Jeff Fortenberry (R-Neb.) would dedicate 
$1.3 billion annually to state fish and 
wildlife agencies, and $97.5 million to 
tribal fish and wildlife managers, enacting 
a 20th Century funding solution to address 
increasing declines of the nation’s fish 
and wildlife and their natural habitats. It’s 
estimated one-third of the nation’s fish and 
wildlife are vulnerable or at-risk.

Recovering America’s Wildlife Act 
would fund the implementation of congres-
sionally mandated State Wildlife Action 
Plans, which outline specific, science-
based conservation actions necessary to 
recover and sustain healthy fish and wild-
life populations.

It’s a proactive approach grounded in 
the philosophy “an ounce of prevention is 

worth a pound of cure.” By taking mea-
sures to restore species before they are 
on the brink of extinction, more-costly 
emergency action can be avoided. But, 
more importantly, healthy fish and wildlife 
populations can be ensured.

Pennsylvania currently receives about 
$1.5 million in federal State Wildlife 
Grant funds annually to manage the state’s 
664 fish and wildlife species of greatest 
conservation need and their associated 
habitats to work toward goals in the State 
Wildlife Action Plan. Under the Recover-
ing America’s Wildlife Act, Pennsylvania 
would receive dedicated annual federal 
fish and wildlife conservation funding that 
could exceed $20 million to better address 
the conservation actions for these species.

The Game Commission and Fish and 
Boat Commission are working closely with 
state and national conservation partners to 
bring the Recovering America’s Wildlife 
Act to a vote in Washington, D.C.

The agencies are urging voters and 
conservationists to let legislators know 
how important the Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act is to them and Pennsylvania.

PA urges dedicated fish, wildlife conservation funding


