
Strategic Action Plan                                           

Priority Water:  Allegheny  

Five-year Vision Statement:  Over the next five years, TU and partners will work to establish the 
Allegheny priority water as a trophy native and wild trout destination without utilizing stocking. This will 
be done through partnerships and grants to improve water quality, primarily by reducing point and non-
point source pollution including sedimentation and improving native and wild trout habitat. Priority will 
be given to streams with viable native and wild trout populations where outcomes are most feasible. 

Five-year Conservation Goals 

1. Reconnect streams to allow for fish passage, specifically native and wild trout, and improved 
flood resilience.   

2. Reduce sediment pollution from poor road construction and maintenance practices, agriculture, 
and bank erosion.  

3. Reduce legacy effects of historic oil and gas exploration and extraction activities including 
effects from abandoned oil and gas wells.  

4. Reduce the impacts of abandoned mine drainage and abandoned mine lands to coldwater 
tributaries within the Allegheny priority watershed. 

5. Evaluate current stocking efforts in the watershed and determine negative effects that stocking 
has on Class A, native, and wild trout streams.  

6. Increase the current level of monitoring for environmental and land use changes (fisheries 
populations and water quality) and increase inventory efforts to identify areas where site 
specific best management practices will improve degraded streams and increase habitat. 

Primary Conservation Strategies 

1. Replace undersized stream crossings and remove dams that are barriers to aquatic organism 
passage (AOP) and restore stream sections impacted by problems associated with barriers. 
Implement projects that will provide AOP for all life stages of wild trout and accommodate 
flooding.  

2. Implement, and work with partners to implement dirt and gravel road surface and drainage 
improvements, stabilize eroding streambanks where appropriate, and implement agricultural 
best management practices including riparian buffer plantings to reduce sediment pollution in 
the watershed. 

3. Apply a concerted effort to locate, inventory, and prioritize abandoned wells and associated 
infrastructure (tank farms) for remediation and work with the Allegheny National Forest and 
regulatory agencies like the Department of Environmental Protection to properly “plug” wells 
near streams that pose the greatest risks to coldwater fisheries. 

4. Increase the number of AMD remediation projects. Maintain existing treatment systems.  
Evaluate existing treatment system strategies and technologies with a prioritization of 
attainable results that provide maximum benefits to recovering trout streams.  

5. Work with monitoring agencies and staff including PA Fish and Boat Commission’s Area’s 
Fisheries Manager to review available data to help guide policies for stocking that do not 
negatively impact native and wild trout populations.  



6. TU staff and chapters and/or partner organizations will organize or oversee monitoring efforts 
to document environmental changes (fishery populations and water quality) and will identify 
sites where stream degradation can be improved with best management practices. Degraded 
streams will be improved with fish habitat enhancement structures, riparian plantings, 
agricultural best management practices, and strategic wood additions where appropriate.     

 
Current Partners  

 Conservation Districts: Warren, McKean, Potter, Elk, Forest, Clarion, Venango, Mercer, 
Crawford, Clearfield, Jefferson, and Erie   

 Watershed groups: Conewango Creek Watershed Association, Toby Creek Watershed 
Association, and Brokenstraw Creek Watershed Association   

 Western PA Conservancy  
 Allegheny Watershed Improvement Needs (WINs) Coalition 
 PA Game Commission  
 US Forest Service – Allegheny National Forest 
 French Creek Conservancy  
 Penn West Clarion University and Allegheny College  
 Western PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Drainage  
 Three Rivers Water Keepers 
 Cornplanter and Clear Creek State Forest 
 State and Federal Agencies: PA Fish and Boat Commission, PA Department of Environmental 

Protection, US Geological Survey, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Office of Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation  

Potential Partners and Affected Communities 

 Audubon Society 
 University of Pittsburg at Bradford    
 National Fuel Gas 
 The Nature Conservancy 
 Civic groups, tourism authorities, chambers of commerce 
 Sportsmen groups 
 US Army Corps of Engineers  
 Allegheny College, Watershed Conservation Research Center 

Decisionmakers 

 PA Fish and Boat Commission  
 PA DEP 
 PA Game Commission  
 County Planning Departments  
 Conservation Districts 
 US Fish and Wildlife Service  
 Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
 US Forest Service - Allegheny National Forest 



 US Army Corps of Engineers  

TU Chapters Directly Involved in Plan Development and Implementation   

 Allegheny Mountain 
 Caldwell Creek 
 Cornplanter 
 Iron Furnace 
 Jim Zwald 
 Neshannock 
 Northwest Pennsylvania 
 Oil Creek 
 Seneca 

 


